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Common people rarely regard speaking ability as significant as
linguists do. They just take it for granted and think that speaking
and understanding is as natural as breathing. This psychology sheds
shadow on learning and teaching “DUMB ENGLISH”, the result
being that learners are shocked whenever they meet difficulties in
oral communication. Among many other factors, the most promi-
nent is phonetics, which, to a large extent, weakens the learners’
confidence both in speaking and listening. In the case of the senior
students at the university, a reasonable accuracy in the pronuncia-
tion of individual sounds should certainly have been achieved, how-
ever, many students still fail to attain perfection. Here, a brief re-
view of English phonetics should be of utility to them if only to put
them on their guard against speaking with local or native accents.

I. Mother tongue interference #EF#

* The powerful resonator of the nose differentiates the qual-
ity of westerners’ speech from that of the Chinese in the
way that 1t makes the sounds louder and adds to their
“thickness” .

* The Chinese sound system is different from the English
one. Some English phonemes can’t find their equals in
Chinese, /A/and /8/being a case in point. Often, Chinese
learners tend to substitute English phonemes with Chinese
ones, which results in the Chinese mark in their English.
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2. Social factors HELFTE

* The difference in social status and econornic conditions be-
tween rural and vrban people cause the sharp phonetic fea-
tures among regions.

* Less exchange among areas and still less exchange between
China and the outside world for many a decade have re-
sulted in phonetic obstacles. Consequently, college stu-
dents from rural areas have kept distinct regional accents in
speaking English, and those from urban areas put on 2
more standard pronunciation.

* Students with educated family background find it easier to
articulate English sounds.

* Most college learners’ speaking context is limited to the
formal classroom and by serious textbooks. They have lit-
tle chance to practise speaking in simulated situations, let
alone to get in touch with native speakers.

* The limitation of the teacher’s phonetic knowledge and
the cramming method employed in most English class-
rooms have exacerbarted the written presentation of stu-

dents’ spoken English.

3. Learner’s learning psychology

FEFIDE

* Quite a few students resist coordination with teachers in
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phonetics classes. It is not uncommon to find them laugh-

ing at each other in pronouncing foreign sounds and in

reading texts with English intonation.

* In learning to speak English, many students always play a

passive role instead of being highly motivated to speak.

4. Obstacles and remedies BEHHE

Obstacles

Remedies

& &

Lack of motivation.

Developmental obstacles due to
over-generalizing English pho-
netic rules (e g. row/rau/,
now/nau/, cow/kau’).

Inferiority in sound discrimina-
tion (e.g /ii/ —A/, le/—

Strong local accent
Physical impairment

Speaking English with Chinese
intenation.

Give themm more encouragement
to arouse their interest.

Correct the errors once or twice,
and they will gradually disappear
automatically.

Provide more sound recognition
exercises. Teach them to proper-
ly adjust speech organs, especial-
ly the tongue.

Hard to deal with. Try to learn
mandarin first. Learn to sing.

* No remedy.
* Mimic the English intonation.

Turn to more extra-curricular ac-
tivities. Be expased to authentic
English intonation by listening to
broadcasting and watching TV,

etc.
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5. Some phonetic rules EFH

+ Assimilation

'The assimilation rule assimilates one segment to another by copying
a feature of a sequential phoneme, thus making the two phones more sim-
ilar. This rule accounts for the varying pronunciation of the nasal /n/
that occurs within a word. This rule is that within a word, the nasal con-
sonant /n/ assumes the same place of articulation as the following conso-
nant The negative prefix “in” serves as a good example. It is pro-
nounced differently as /in/, or /im/, when occurring in different pho-
netic contexts. e.g. indiscrete /in-/, inconceiable /in/, input /im- /.
The sound assimilation is actually reflected in spelling in most cases, e. g.
impossible , irvelewant , etc.

» Deletion

By deletion is meant that a sound is to be deleted al though it is

i

orthographically represented. For example, while the letter “g” is

mute in sign , design, and paradigm , it is pronounced in the corre-
sponding derivatives of these words signature, designation, and
paradigmatic. The rule can be stated as: delete a “g” when it occurs
before a final nasal consonant.

» Loss of plosion

a.

VYA YAV VR VR 'V /g/ oceurring in two neighbouring
words, e.g. Sit down. I can’ ¢ come. I’ ve gof two ink bottles. |
don’ § believe he is a bad boy.

b.

/pf'(, /b/’, f"‘tf, /d/, /k/, /fg[bﬁfﬂrﬁ/tjf’ /dz/r /m’/’ /nfv
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/8/, /8/, e.g. He is a good child. Try on this black jacket. Good
morning. Good night. I don’¢ Anow. Have you read the book
“Not Like This"? You may keep the book if you need it.
C.
/t/y 74/ before /1/, /s/, e.g. 1 can’ ¢ sing. Did Sally tell you
anything about Larry? You don’t like to eat sausages, do you?
+ Liaison/Sound linking
a. Consonant + vowel
e.g. Take a look at it.
I’ 1l be back in half of an hour.
Willit takg 2 lot_of time to go to towp on foot?

b. r+ vowel
e.g. There is a pair_of shoes.
She has been away from heg_own country for 2 long time.
¢. phrase + pause + phrase—no sound linking
e.g. Can you speak English or French?
Shall we leave at six sharp if it is convenient to you?
« Omission of vowels
Words with more than two syllables containing vowels /a/or

A7 e.g. factory, history, literature, university, extraordinary.

6 . Exercises for reading aloud g%

(1) Read the following words, paying special attention to the
sounds .
a. ‘el —/ 2/
beg—bag bed—bad head—had
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led—lad
lend—Iland

. le/—/ai/
get—guide
men—mine
bend—bind
. A/ — S

choose—chose

cool—cold
SGUP—S0ap

VA Vs { V4
sheet—cheat
cash—catch
sheep—cheap
. /s/—/8/
sick—thick
sink—think
saw——thaw

. S8/ —1]7
sign—shine
sour—shower
seat—sheet

. Sw =S
wine—vine
west—vest
wild—vile

. nS—/n/
thin—thing

gone—gong

leg—lag
send—sand

pen—pine
set—sight

said—side

blew—blow
Zrew—grow

noon—known

sheer—cheer

dish—-ditch
ship—chip

sing—thing

sought—thought

sank—thank

sow—show
same—shame
sell—shell

wane—vain
wheel—veal

white—vice

win—wing

sun—sung

men— man
set—sat

let—light
met—rmight
bed—bide

shoe—show
stool—stole

who—hoe

share—chair
wish—witch

show—chow

seam—theme
sign—thigh
sin—thin

sake—shake
save—shave

lass—lash

went—vent
wall—vault

work—verse

tom——tongue

lawn—long
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been—being kin—king run—rung

(2) Read aloud the following sentences, paying attention to
the pronunciations of the vowels and consonants .

a. Vowels

Pete Lee sleeps on a clean sheet.

Ihck gives his sister a pink silk dress.

Ted sells fresh eggs at ten cents each.

The fat man grabbed a black cat.

A large cart passed Martin’s garden.

The tough bus conductor cut his thumb.

Bobby put the hot dog in the pot.

Lord George called Dr. Ford this morning.

He looked at the good cook.

The poor fool has a blue boot and a loose shoe.

‘The worker in a dirty shirt works in the first workshop.
The brave sailor and his mate became great friends.
‘The child has five nice white ties.

The crowd shouted loudly down town.

Don’t close the soap box.

The boy is boiling his toy in the oil.

b. Consonants:

Theodore Smith’s sister sits in the sixth seat.

Miss Ruth Smith has three thick sticks.

She sells seashells on the seashore.

The shells she sells are seashells I am sure.

Vicky Wilkinson plays volleyball very well.

We will wait for you at five on the veranda.
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Larry loves to grow roses.

The lad let the rats run around the lawn.

(3} Read aloud the following sentences, paying attention to
assimilation .

Did_you see him?

I thought you would come.

I haven’t seen him these years.

Does she like it?

Of course_she does.

Please show me the way.

You can go now.

What is this?

I used to swim in the lake.

I should think so.

(4) Read the following words, paying attention to omission
of vowels and deletion .

inten::sting, victory, difference, student, general, difficult,
separate, sovereignty, bread z.md butter. .

(5) Read the following words and word-groups, paving at-
tention to loss of plosion .

a.

looked stopped begged blackboard
chapter departmnent picture outside
advice breakfast grandpa book case
football postcard subject platform

practice broadcast construction dictation
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factory production September title
little gentle middle bundle
needle lately greatly correctly
recently badly coldly hardly
friendly coastline outhne headline
b.
at last at least bad light
a big leap a bright lamp the front line

the first line
wild fruit

next morning
up there

ask me

used to

the right thing
the bus stop

c.

the second letter

sweet potatoes

at the top one cold night
the first thing keep guiet
hope to hoped to

asked me asked them
Stop now at midnight

an old friend let me help thern

Will you please wait for a moment?

There is an apple tree in front of the house.

Put on your hat.

He has a lot of translation exercises to do.

He takes good care of your aunt.

(6) Read the following for sound-linking .

a.

berries and apricots

an American explorer

an important matter
hundreds of islands

a heated argument,
public opinion
freedom of speech
the whole of Europe



$—5 w8roda 11

foreign invaders art and literature

sense of touch round and tall

our friends abroad a good command of English

rules of grammar English idiomns

in and out of class
b.

Fight our way out! Thanks a lot.

Have a look. Go at once.

Catch up with us. Forge ahead.

Take your places. Look at it.

1 beg your pardon. Guard against such blunders.
C.

In June the river slowly begins to rise. At about the middle of
July, the increase becomes very rapid. Toward the end of Septem-
ber, the water ceases to rise. It remains at the same level for about
twenty days. During the first half of Ociober, it rises again and
reaches its highest level. After a while, it begins to fall, until it is at
its lowest in April and May. The difference between the highest and
the lowest states of the river is, on the average, twenty-five feet at

Cairo.

(7) Read the foliowing aloud , paving attention to intonation
as marked .

a.

“} What do you mean? }” cried } Mother in alarm. }

“I'1l bring some tomorrow, ) ” she replied } .

“Here } , lads, move up | and make room for Mag ), ,” said
Sam ) .

“Shut up § ,” said 7 someone very sharply } .
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“There } ,” said he, “I have something for you} .”

“Wear flowers } ,” her husband replied } .

b.

I was hardly expecting to see you this morning } , Mary /.

Now }, Jack } , don’t push me } .

VY Don’t be hard on a fellow [, Mary } .

Why ), aunt } , you're up early ) .

Nol, my dear, no }. | had a fancy to see him before he
went } . That is all } .

c.

“} What do you expect me to put on my back when I
go? )7 she said impatiently } .

“I am going back [ ,” said he, putting on his clothes again ) ,
“over ) every foot of the way we came, to see if I carmot find it } .7

“Hullo } , Mother! Simply wonderful }!” said Yegor,
holding both her 7 hands in his } .

d.

A: Hi} ! You are in trouble } , aren’t you [ 7

B: Hello } , old chap /', you’ve got to work } , ¢h [ 7

A: Why }, it's you } , Ben! I wasn’t noticing } .

B: [say }, I'm going swimming } . } Don’t you wish you
could | ? But of course you'd rather work } —wouldn’t you 7 ?
Of } course you would | .

A: Well 7, maybe I would } , and maybe I wouldn’t} . All
I know is [ , it suits Tom Sawyer } .

B: Ch come, now ) , you don’t mean to say that you like it / 7

A: Like it 77 Well 7, Idon’t see why [ shouldn’t like it} . )
Does a boy get a /' chance to whitewash a fence every day 77
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This unit aims at training students both in listening and in
speaking. As is known, to be a good speaker, one must first of all
be a good listener. Provided below are twenty passages of similar
length with questions and taiking' points for each passage. Students
will find the contents {amiliar to them and the language easy to un-
derstand, at least not more difficult than those they hear in the Lis-
tening Comprehension Section of CET6. Correct answers to the
questions are based on students’ complete understanding, which in

turn helps cover the talking points satisfactorily.

1. Requirements E¥%

* Plunge yourselves immediately into the listening passage.

* Answer the questions directly. Usually short answers are
expected.

* Speak in complete sentences and be grammatically correct.

* Talking points are provided for relatively longer speech,
hence more freedom for students.

* The time limit for covering each talking point is ONE
minute.

* The speaking activities should be carried out under the
guidance of the teacher.
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2. Practice L&

Passage 1

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following guestions orally.

1. Mention three uses of radio and television.

2. What is “Telstar” 7 Why is it important?
3. What effects have radio and television brought to the world?

4. What are the other major instruments of communication be-
sides radio and TV?

Talking points
1. Do you often listen to the radio? What type of program do

you prefer?
2. Do you often watch television? What type of program do
you like best?

Words
Telstar #fEELE
tournament 1.3

Passage 2

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following questions orally.

1. What was the earliest known method of preserving?
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2. For what was the Frenchman given credit?
3. What can you generalize by combining the facts you have
heard?

Talking points
1. What other ways do you know for preserving foods?

2. If one cats too much preserved foods, what damage will
they do to his health?

Words
buffalo X4
seal % FH

canning industry 8 k£ 5 Tk
pasteurizing 7 %

decay J &

spoilage & & FHH K

dairy #L# &

apricot %

prune

Passage 3

Listen to the passage and then answer

the following questions orally.
1. Which city has a longer tradition of being the capital of

Japan, Tokyo or Kyoto?
2. How was Kyoto spared from bombing during the second
world war?

3. “Tokyo is Japan’s dynamic today, Kyoto, her perfumed
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vesterday. ” What does the sentence mean?

Talking points
1. How many cities have been the capital of China? What are
they?

2. Briefly say something about Beijing, Xi’ an and Nanjing as
far as their historical backgrounds are concerned.

Words
Kyoto F#
Jerusalem B B ¥ %
mellow 5

Passage 4

Listen to the passage and then answer

the following questions orally.
1. What is protein?

2. Why can’t vegetarians get enough nutrition from their veg-
etable food to satisfy their body needs?

3. What are the correct ways of cooking meat and vegetables?

Talking points

1. To be or not to be a vegetarian?
2. What would you suggest for a balanced daily diet?

Words

protein & B /&
amino-acids %, B
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vegetarianism E & F X

Passage 5

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following questions orally.
1. What is the population in New York?

2. What is the biggest international airport in New York?
3. Which avenue is the most famous for shopping?
4. The first sentence of this passage is New York is more. What

does it mean?

Talking points
Describe any one of the biggest cities in China that you know

better {including location, population, transportation, city struc-

ture, business, etc. ).

Words
checkerboard Bt

Passage 6

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following questions orally.

1. What are the differences between the “Open University”
and the normal university?

2. What are the advantages of teaching students “on the air”?
3. When do you think the “Open University” started opera-
tion?

4. What does a tutor usually do to guide his students?
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Talking points

1. The “Open University is superior to the normal university

in many ways. Do you agree?
2. Stwate the similarities and differences between the British
“Open University” and the TV University in China.

Passage 7

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following questions orally.

1. What do you think of a person who has an opinion on every

subject?
2. Do you think Uncle John knew everything about the world?
3. Do you suppose that Miss Ellis was really an expert on nature?
4. Why did the boy think his parents had learned a lot in two

years?

Talking points

1. Do you like to give your opinion on different subjects? Why
and why not?

2. In real life there are people who like to show their opinions
and ideas first; there are also people who don’t. Which type of peo-

ple do you approve of? If you don’ t approve of either type, what
are your opimons?

Passage 8

Listen to the passage and then answer

the following questions orally.
1. What did Mark Twain say about the weather?
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2. Why is the weather the most common subject of a conversa-
tion?

3. Do people usually agree about the weather?

4. Do you believe that the weatherman usually gives us the cor-

rect weather news?

Talking points
1. Do you watch weather forecast on TV every day?
2. What kind of weather do you like best? Why?

Passage S

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following questions orally.
1. In what respect is the United States very fortunate?

2. What can you say about the climate in the United States?

3. What are the principal physical characteristics in the United
States?

4. What are used for transportation in modern times?

Talking points

1. What kind of climate do you have in your country?

2. What are the principal rivers and lakes in your country? Are
they important in the development of your country?
3. Describe briefly the geographical location of your country

and 1ts physical characteristics.
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Passage 10

Listen to the passage and then answer

the following questions orally.
1. Why shouldn’t you argue with people who have little infor-

mation on a subject?

2. What is a quarrel? What is a discussion? How are they dif-
ferent?

3. When does a conflict become an exchange of ideas instead of
a quarrel?

4. What do the citizens do in New England?

Talking points

1. Do you think public discussion of local problems is a good
idea? Why?
2. What do you think would affect discussing different points

of view?
Passage 11

Listen to the passage and then answer

the following guestions orally.
1. At what age does a guide dog begin an intensive course?

2. Is the guide dog required to possess the quality of speed? If
not, why?

3. What does the guide dog learn in the training course?

4. Why must the guide dog and its owner take the trainging
together?
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Taiking points
1. Explain why many blind people are not willing to work to-

gether with dogs.
2. As far as you know, how do police dogs take special train-
ing?

Words
disposition ¥ M
leather harness & #% R

Passage 12

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following guestions orally.
1. What is the function of a newspaper?

2. Name three sections of a newspaper.
3. What is the purpose of headlines?
4. Name three types of magazines.

Talking points
1. What newspapers and magazines do you often read?

2. Which section or sections are you most interested in? Why?

3. What do you know about quality papers and popular pa-
pers?

Words
editorial ##
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Passage 13

Listen to the passage and then answer

the following questions orally.
1. What is a hobby?

2. Name three types of hobbies.
3. Is a hobby expensive?
4. Why is a hobby important?

Talking points
1. Do you have a hobby? What is it?
2. Some collectors seek the value of the things they collect;

others seek pleasure the collection itself gives them. Which do you
like better?

Passage 14

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following questions orally.
1. If a street accident suddenly happens, who is to blame, the

driver or the passenger in your opinion?
2. Most drivers are friendly but a few of them are not. How
would you deal with a hostile driver?

Passage 15

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following questions orally.

1. A marijuana user who is “high”, what does “high” mean
here?
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2. Why does marijuana limit a person’s job opportunities?

3. Why do young marijuana users consequently fail to develop
to their full potential?

Talking points

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of drinking al-

cohol?

2. What is the difference between a marijuana user and a drug
taker?

Words
marijuana K M
hangover A&
felon ER
“high” “&”
escape #E#(HL )

Passage 16

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following questions orally.

1. List three advantages of using solar energy.

2. Has solar energy found wide application so far?
3. Does the author intend to show us the bright future of using
solar energy?

Talking points

1. In how many fields has solar energy been used in our country?

2. Briefly talk about the pressure of the shortage of energy
SOUrces.
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Words
Israel L&, 3]

Passage 17

Listen 1o the passage and then answer
the following guestions orally.

1. What factors determine the amount of water an adult Amer-

ican drinks per day?
2. How many cases of water-borne illnesses occur each year in
America?

3. Why do most people think that the water they drink is safe?

Talking points
1. Do you think we all drink sanitary water every day?

2. What do you think are the sources of water pollution?

Words

toxic chemicals B #F 1L % &
contaminated ¥ ¢ &Y

water-borne illnesses i T AR & K

Passage 18

Listen to the passage and then answer
the following guestions orally.

1. How long did Old English last?

2. How long did Middle English last?

3. Shakespeare produced his famous plays during the late
1500s and early 1600s. Did he write in Late Middile English or
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Modern English?
4. What advice do you think the author intended to give begin-
ners of English?

Talking points

1. Say something about the variations of the Chinese language.
2. Why is English widely spoken in the world?

Words
uniformity — %

trait 4% {E

Passage 19

Listen to the passage and then answer

the tollowing questions orally.
1. At what age does a child in the United States enter elemen-

tary school?

2. Are public schools in the United States free to the students?
Why?

3. How long does the law require a student to go to school in
most states?

4. At what age do most students graduate from high school?
5. Why is education so important today?

Talking points

1. How about the compulsory education in China?

2. How can high school students in China continue their educa-

tion in colleges or universities?
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Passage 20

Listen to the passage and then answer

the following questions orally.
1. Why is it important 1o find the right career?

2. Name three ways that we can find the right career.

3. What are some of the careers found in the scientific world?

4. What do we mean by “square peg in a round hole”?

5. Do you know anyone who is not happy in his work? Is he a
“square peg in a round hole”?

Talking points

1. What is your plan for finding your right career in future?

2. Which job do you prefer, to work in a joint venture or in 2

state-owned enterprise? Why?

Words

a square peg in around hole T HEHBERX —RE&H A
bookkeeper ICH R

accounting &1t

3. Listening scripts FHE%

Passage 1

There are few homes in the United States today that do not
have either a radio or television set. Both of them have become an
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essential part of our daily life, keeping us informed of the news of
the day, instructing us in many fields of interest, and entertaining
us with singing, dancing, and acting.

Marconi, the Italian inventor who gave us the radio, proba~
bly didn’t realize what effects his great invention would have on
the world in the years to come. Radio has, perhaps, had as much
influence on the world as any other communication device. Events
of universal interest can be reported to the entire globe a few sec-
onds after they happen. Explorers in remote areas, ships at sea,
even astronauts circling the earth are able to keep in touch with
civilization by means of radio.

Television is another major instrument of communication,
permitting us to see as well as to hear the performer. Since its ap-
pearance, TV has had 2 tremendous effect on the daily life of peo-
ple everywhere.

Improvement of all kinds are constantly being made in televi-
sion so that reception will be as close to perfect as possible. Most
programs are now televised in color.

Perhaps the most recent advancement of significance has been
“Telstar". This specially-equipped space capsule, orbiting the
globe, makes it possible for the entire world to be closer than ever
before. Now a family in Chicago can watch on TV an auto race in
Italy, a ski tournament in Norway, or a parade in Japan as these

events are actually happening!
Passage 2

The search for ways of preserving foods is not new. Primitive
man learned that he could make foods last by drying them. The
Indians, for example, hung buffalo and deer meat in the sun. The
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great single advance began in 1800 when a Frenchman discovered
that he could preserve certain foods by sealing them in jars and
keeping the air from them. The process was the start of the vast
canning industry which brings many foods in all seasons. Pasteur-
1zing is another process which delays spoilage. It is of great impoc-
tance to the dairy industry. Foods like apricots, prunes, peaches,
and apples are often preserved by drying. The use of chemicals is
another method, and some foods are cooked with sugar. But
recently the use of frozen foods has grown quickly. Thus, more
foods than ever before are being processed by freezing.

Passage 3

Japan’s capiral city has been Tokyo, meaning Eastern Capital,
for the past hundred years. Before that it was Kyoto, meaning
The Capital. Kyoto was the great capital for well aver 1000 years.
Today’ s noisy Tokyo was completely rebuilt after its ruin in
World War II. Ina real sense it is not even twenty-five years old.
Kyoto was also scheduled to be bombed but, as one American
argued at the time, “It would be like destroying Rome or
Jerusalem. It’s not just a Japanese treasure, but 3 world treasure!”
Kyoto was spared. And today, mellowed by twelve centuries, it
has the grace of old silver. Tokyo is Japan’s dynamic today,
Kyoto, her perfumed yesterday. Tokyo is her brain, Kyoto, her
soul.

Passage 4

A strict vegetarian is a person who never in his life eats any-
thing derived from animals. The main objection to vegetarianism
on a long-term basis is the difficulty of getting enough proteim—
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the body-building element in food.

Proteins are built from approximately twenty food elements
called “aminoc-acids”, which are found more abundantly in animal
protein than in vegetable protein. This means you have to eat a
great deal of more vegetable than animal food in order to get
enough of these aminc-acids. A great deal of the vegetable food
goes to waste 1n this process and so there is not much to be said in
favour of life-long vegetarianism.

Vegetarianism is definitely unsatisfactory for growing chil-
dren, who need more protein than they can get from vegetable
sources. Meat and cheese are the best sources of usable animal pro-
tein and next come milk, fish, and eggs.

Slow and caretul cooking of meat makes it more digestible
and assists in the breaking down of the protein content by the
body. When cooking vegetables, however, the vitamins, and in
particular the water-soluble vitamin C, should not be lost through
over-cooking.

Most nutrition experts today recommend a balanced diet con-
taining elements of all foods, largely because of our need for suf-
ficient vitamins.

Passage 5

New York is more. To the southwest of Boston is New York
City, the largest city and seaport with a population of more than 7
million. New York is mainly situated on Manhattan Island which,
with an area of about 60 square kilometres, is between the Hudson
River on the west and the East River on the east.

New York’s largeness can be seen from the following fig-
ures. It has a network of 320 kilometres of bus routes, 8 railways,
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50 airlines, about 800 kilometres of bus routes with 62 big bridges
and 9,600 kilometres of streets within the city. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport is its most important airport.

Many streets in New York run across each other at a right an-
gle, turning the city into a checkerboard. Each check is called a
block.

All the streets running from south to north are called
avenues, with First Avenue on the east side and Twelfth Avenue
on the west side. All those running from east to west are called
streets, with First Street on the south side. The famous Fifth Av-
enue runs up the centre of Manhattan Island from south to north.
It is a street of fashion and shopping centre. Broadway, a centre of
theatres, is different from other streets in that it runs almost across
the island in a southeast-to-northwest direction. Wall Streer,
though not very large but walled by skyscrapers of large banks and
otfices of big companies, is a financial centre of the capitalist
world.

Passage 6

Some students at the Open University left school 20 years
ago. Others are younger but all must be at least 21 years old. This
is one example of how the Open University is different from all
other universities. Its students must either work full-time or be at
home all day, for instance, mothers of families. They do not have
to pass any examinations before they are accepted as students. That
is why the university is called “open”. The university was started
in order to help a known group-people who missed having a uni-
versity education when they were young.

The first mame for the Open University was “The University
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of the Air”. The idea was to teach “on the air”, in other words,
on radio and television. Most of the teaching is done like this. Ra-
dic and television have brought the classroom into people’s
homes. But this, on its own, is not enough for a university educa-
tion. The Open University student also receives advice at one of
283 study centres in the country. 36 weeks of the year he has to
send written work to a “tutor”, the person who guides his studies.
He must also spend 3 weeks every summer as a fuli-time student.
'Tutors and students meet and study together, as in other universi-
ties. At the end of the Open University’ s first year, the results
were good. Three out of every four students passed their examina-
tions. If they do this every year, they will finish their studies in
four or five years.

Passage 7

When I was a child there were some people whose ideas I re-
spected. My Uncle John, I thought, knew everything about the
world; he had traveled and seen all there was to see. I believed
anything he told me about places like Japan, Australia, and Brazil.
When I wanted to know anything about baseball I asked our neigh-
bor, Mr. Fulton; there wasn’ t anything he did not know about
that game. My teacher, Miss Ellis, was an expert on nature and |
always believed all of the things she told our class about plants and
animals.

When I was sixteen years old [ got the idea that my parents,
while they were very nice people and [ loved them, really didn’t
know very much. I, of course, knew everything. Then, when [
was eighteen, I realized that my mother and father had learned a
lot in just two weeks. I now respected their opinions on different



A2 wHboi 33

subjects. It took two years of growing up for me to realize that
they had had these opinions and ideas all the time.

Some people have an opinion on every subject. Others have
none. The best kind is the person who studies the subject before
giving an answer to the question, “What do you think?”

Passage 8

The famous American writer Mark Twain once said, “Every-
body talks about the weather, but nobody does anything about it. ”
It is true that everybody talks about the weather; it’ s the most
common subject of conversation there is. “Isn’t it a nice day?”
“Do you think it will rain?” “I think it’s going to snow.” These
are common ways of starting a conversation.

Many people think they can tell what the weather is going to
be like. But they hardly ever agree with each other. One man may
say, " Do you see how cloudy it is in the east? It’s going to rain to-
morrow. Another man will say, “Yes, it’s cloudy in the ecast.
We are going to have fine weather tomorrow. ”

People often look for the weather they want. When a farmer
needs water, he looks for something to tell him it’s going to rain;
he won’t believe anything else. When friends have a picnic, they
are so sure the weather is going to clear up very quickly that they
sit eating their lunch while it rains.

Almost everyone listens to what the weatherman says. But he
doesn’ t always tell us what we want, and once in a while he
makes a mistake. Still, he probably comes closer to being correct
than anyone else,
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Passage 9

The geographical location of a country and its physical charac-
teristics are very important to its development and progress. The
United States is very fortunate in this respect.

First of all, it has a good climate. In almost all sections of the
country it is possible to live comfortably during the whole year. It
is true that in the south it sometimes gets very hot, and in the
north very cold. But the people who live in these regions become
accustomed to the climate and never suffer very much when the
weather is either very hot or very cold.

In a large country there is usually a great variety of different
physical characteristics. In the United States, there are wide plains
and high mountains, thousands of lakes and rivers of all sizes, cool
forests and hot deserts, and a coastline several miles long.

The many lakes and rivers, as well as the long coastline, have
been of great importance to the development of the country, since
they made possible the easy transportation of people and all the
things people need. Transportation by water is still necessary and
important. In modern times, however, trains, automobiles,
trucks and airplanes are doing much of the work which was for-
mally done by ships and boats. |

Passage 10

Some people are always starting an argument. They often
have very little information on the subject, but this doesn’t mat-
ter. They have strong beliefs, anyway. There’s no point in debat-
ing with people like this because you can never resolve anything.

But with other people a difterence of opinion can start an ex-
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tremely interesting discussion. Each person tries to explain his
point of view, but he listens to other arguments, too. This type
of conflict becomes an exchange of ideas instead of a quarrel.
Whether or not their differences are reconciled, each person learns
something from the experience.

In New England and in some other parts of the United States,
citizens of the town meet and talk over all local problems. The
people sometimes disagree with each other, and there may be some
arguments. Each side will try to persuade others that its point of
view is the best. But frequently the two sides are not really far
apart in their views, and this kind of public discussion helps to set-
tle their differences. This is a healthy situation.

Passage 11

A guide dog is a dog especially trained to guide a blind per-
son. Dags chosen for such training must show good disposition,
intelligence, physical fitness, and responsibility.

At the age of about fourteen months, a guide dog begins an
intensive course that lasts from three to five months. It become ac-
customed to the leather harness and stiff leather handle it will wear
when guiding its blind owner. The dog learns to obey such com-
mands as “forward”, “left”, “right”, and “sit”, and to disobey
any command that might lead its owner into danger.

The most important part of the training course is a four-week
program in which the guide dog and its future owner learn to
work together. However, many blind people are unsuited by per-

sonality to work with dogs. Only about a tenth of the blind find a
guide dog useful.
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Passage 12

The American humorist, Will Rogers, used to say, “All I
know is what 1 read in the newspapers”. This was an exaggeration
for humourous purposes, but it is true that newspapers are an im-
portant source of information. Many people begin their day by
reading the paper. In this way they lecarn what is going on in the
world. Sometimes, however, they don’t have time to read the
news carefully and must be satisfied with a quick look at the front
page; at other times they may be in such a hurry that they have
time only to glance at the headlines.

There are newspapers to satisfy every reader. In the big cities
there are many types of papers, with several different editions ev-
ery day. In small towns there are fewer newspapers and perhaps
only one edition each day. In some areas the paper is printed week-
ly.

Most newspapers have several sections, especially on Sundays
when the edition is larger than usual. There are, in addition to the
front page with the most important news, the sports section, the
soclety page, the comics, the amusement section, a business page,
and editorials.

Another type of publication which helps keep the population
informed is the magazine. Some magazines are published weekly;
others are put out monthly. There are news magazines, and maga-
zines for such special interests as photography, sports, arts, and
music. Some are primarily for men, others for women, and there
is a selection of children’s magazines, t0o. In the United States,
there are publications for every taste and interest.
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Passage 13

From Monday till Friday most people are busy working or
studying, but in the evenings and on weekends they are free to re-
lax and enjoy themselves. Some watch television or go to the
movies; others participate in sports. It depends on individual in-
terests. There are many different ways to spend our spare time.

Almost everyone has some kind of hobby. It may be anything
from collecting stamps to making model airplanes. Some hobbies
are very expensive, but others don’t cost anything at all. Some
collections are worth = lot of money; others are valuable only to
their owners.

[ know a2 man who has a coin collection worth several thou-
sand dollars. A short time ago he bought a rare fifty-cent piece
worth $ 250! He was very happy about his purchase and thought
the price was reasonable. On the other hand, my youngest brother
collects match boxes. He has almost 600 of them but I doubt if
they are worth any money. However, to my brother they are ex-
tremely valuable. Nothing makes him happier than to find a new
match box for his collection.

That’s what a hobby means, 1 guess. It is something we like
to do in our spare time simply for the fun of it. The value in dol-
lars is not important, but the pleasure it gives us is.

Passage 14

There are several things that every defensive driver should
learn. To begin with, the defensive driver should learn to drive
courteously. That is, he should always let the other person have
the right-of-way if there is any doubt. Also, the defensive driver
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should learn to anticipate, or guess, what the other driver is going
to do next. This gives him time to get his car into a safer position,
if necessary. Furthermore, every defensive driver should learn to
give the proper signal before changing directions, atlowing enough
time for other drivers to react to it. Lastly, every defensive driver

should learn to keep a safe distance between his car and the car
ahead.

Passage 15

Smoking marijuana has some advantages over drinking alco-
hol. Marijuana is not physically habit forming as alcohol often is.
The user usually suffers no hangover. It i1s not necessary to use
larger and larger amounts of it to get the same effect.

However, smoking marijuana also has very serious disadvan-~
tages. A user is considered a felon if he is caught. As a result,
many jobs which require clearance may be closed to him, such as
teaching or working in a government position. A marijuana user
who is “high”, loses some of his judgment of depth and time.
And finally, since marijuana provides a means of escape, young
users often suffer serious personality changes, and as a result, may

fail to develop to their full potential.

Passage 16

Since its beginning, life has relied upon the sun to sustain a
good climate on Earth. Now, the use of solar energy is starting to
be viewed as a great, non-polluting means of energy. Solar energy
has already been used as a source of heat. The principle that a black
surface exposed to the sun will absorb solar energy is the basis of
several million domestic hot water heaters used in 2 dozen coun-
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tries, including Japan, Australia and Israel. A more advanced sys-
tem could be applied to home heating and cooling. If solar energy
someday replaces oil and coal, we will enjoy more power, cleaner
air, and better health.

Passage 17

An adult American drinks from one and a half to five or more
quarts of water a day. His total daily intake depends on climate,
workload, body size and many other factors.

Most of us think that the water we drink is safe. It usually is,
but some of us are using poorly treated drinking water which has
been spoiled by bacteria, toxic chemicals, metal, and a possible
wide range of other poliutants.

At least 4,000 cases of water-borne illnesses occur each year in
this country. The actual total may be ten times higher. Further,
medical science has not yet determined the effects on man of long-
term, low-level exposure to contaminated drinking water.

Passage 18

The development of the English language falls into three rea-
sonably distinct periods. Old English lasted from about A. D. 450,
when the first Germanic tribes began to settle in England, until
about 1100. Middle English extended from about 1100 to about
1475. And Modern English began about 1475 and has lasted to the
present time. Of course the breaks were not as sudden and definite
as these dates indicate. There has never been a year when the lan-
guage was not changing, or a time when it was spoken with any-
thing like complete uniformity. Nevertheless, the traits of the
three periods are so different that a man who knows both Qld and



40 Ridow~4

Modern English well will find a great deal of difficulty reading
some of the Middle English writings without additional study in
the important aspects of the language.

Passage 19

Life in the twentieth century demands preparation. Today,
all individuals in a country must have adequate schooling to pre-
pare them for their work as well as for their responsibilities as citi-
zens. With this in mind, national leaders everywhere are placing
more emphasis on the education of the young.

In the United States, government officials, parents, and
teachers are working hard to give the children—tomorrow’s deci-
sion makers—the best preparation available.

There is no nattonal school policy in the United States. Each
of the fifty states makes its own rules and regulations for its
schools, but there are many similarities among the fifty school sys-
tems. Public schools in all states are supported by taxes paid by the
aitizens of the individual state. In most states the children are re-
quired to attend school until they reach the age of sixteen.

When they become six years old, children begin elementary
school. After six years in ¢lementary school, they go into junior
high school and remain there for three years. The last three years
of their public school education are spent in senior high school,
from which they graduate at the age of eighteen.

A great number of high school graduates continue their educa-
tion in one of the many colleges or universities in the country. Af-
ter four years, they receive a bachelor’s degree. Some continue

studying for a master’s degree and perhaps a doctor’s degree.
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Fassage 20

Sometimes we say that someone we know is “a squ;lrc peg in 2
round hole”. This simply means that the person we are talking
about is not suited for the job he is doing. He may be a bookkeep-
er who really wants to be an actor or a mechanic who likes cook-
ing. Unfortunately, many people in the world are “square pegs”;
they are not doing the kind of work they should be doing, for one
reason or another. As a result they probably are not doing a very
good job and certainly they are not happy.

Choosing the right career is very important. Most of us spend
a great part of our lives at our jobs. For that reason we should try
to find out what our talents are and how we can use them., We can
do this through aptitude tests, interviews with specialists, and
study of books in our field of interest.

There are many careers open to each of us. Perhaps we like
science. Then we might prepare ourselves to be chemists, physi-
cists, or biologists. Maybe our interests take us into the business
world and such work as accounting, personnel management or
public relations. Many persons find their place in government ser-
vice. Teaching, newspaper work, medicine, engineering—these
and many other fields offer fascinating careers to persons with tal-

ent and training.



STEP THREE Functions and No-
B= . " .
tions —Situational

Dialogues
NEEL—H AR

EFRERKFLEFHERH FK
AT EE A AR A HRELTE
HAREEARBRITHEHRZ, 5XEo
EBERR AT E N FAE LT,
F A AL E A, 7l ok —HE A K
X A 838498 ik A A E MM
BHAE AR EF R RS ELE G H S
JE¥, %7 TE A T pariner H 42
A% small group, B R EFAMIFIEF, K
BAFRXE KENT LT 2 —HF
X R 8, ABZEAE John, Mary $£ 3K
E AR, FEHARERLI0SELEEH

i



B DUBLE—HEHHE 43

In this unit, the students are given a series of situations to con-

struct short dialogues. Each situation serves as a function or notion

which is closely related to what is required not only in College Eng-
lish Test—Spoken English Test{( CET-SET), but also in many other
oral tests.

1. Requirements ZEX

Read the situations carefully.

Refer to the words and expressions given which may be
used in similar situations.

Work in pairs or groups, depending on the situation re-
quirement.

Cast roles in some situations.

Overcome shyness, talk as naturally as you are conversing
with others in your mother tongue.

Don’t digress, directly enter the situation.

Mind your pronunciation and intonation.

Find a partner or work in 2 small group. Certainly it
would be best to work under the guidance of the teacher.

Practice 28

Situation 1 Greetings Jjaim

John and Bill are new students of Cambridge. They meet in
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the school corridor the first day of the semester. They greet and
introduce each other.

John: Hello, good morning!

Bill: Hi, good morning!

J: Are you a new student?

B: Yes, I am. You are a new student, too, aren t you?

J: Yes. My name is John Smith. How do you do!

B: T am Bill Johnson. How do you do!

J: Very glad to know you, Bill.

B: I’m glad to know you, too, John. Oh, the bell is ring-
ing. Good-bye, see you later.

]: Good-bye, sce you.

Related words and expressions

How are you?

How are you doing?

Fine/Very well/ Pretty well, thank you.

Not bad/ Just so-so/ Same as ever/ Couldn’t be worse.

Let me introduce ... / May I introduce . . .

Pleased/ Nice/ A great pleasure to meet you / to make your ac-
quaintance.

Mynameis... /lam... /Just call me ...

My first name {given name) is .../ My last name { famity
name) is . ..

Thank you / Thanks.

Good-bye/ Bye.

See you later/ again/ See you.

Have a good/ nice day.
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Situation 2 Gratitude #sis

John and Mary are classmates. Today is Mary’ s birthday.
John gives Mary a lovely pen as her birthday present. Mary enjoys
the pen very much and expresses her thanks to John.

Related words and expressions
It’s nice/ kind of you to . ..

I quite appreciate . . .

Lovely pen, isn’t it?

Thank you very much for . . .
I’m glad you like it.

Happy birthday!

Many happy returns of the day!

Situation 3 Leave-taking and apology
LR 5N
Mary invites John to her house for her birthday party. John
gladly accepts her invitation. After a short stay, it suddenly occurs

to John that he has something important to attend to. So he has to
take leave and apologize himself.

Related words and expressions

I'm afraid I have to be off now/to take leave now.

I don’t think I can stay any longer as I .. .

Excuse me/ Pardon me for . ..
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It's really a pity that I . ..
Sorry/ Awfully sorry for not being able to . ..
I apologize to you for . ..

Situation 4 Congratulation #®7%3%

Susan has won the first prize in the speech contest at the uni-
versity. John and Bill, on behalf of the whole class, congratulate

her on her success.

Related words and expressions
Congratulations!
We are delighted to . ..

We sincerely congratulate you on .
You’ ve done a good job.
Great/Wonderful/ Marvellous/ Fantastic!

Situation 5 Worry and consolation
ek 5 e

Catherine carelessly lost her purse on her way to school which
contained keys, some money and, what is the most important, her
student card. She felt worried and was about to cry. Her class-

mates Paul came to console her and promised to help her find her
purse back.

Related words and expressions
What’s wrong/the matter?

Is anything wrong/the matter?
I feel worried.

[ am worrying about . . .
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unfortunate

sad

frown

be troubled with

It doesn’t matter.

Don’ t worry.

Have sympathy for . ..
Post a “Lost and Found”.

Situation 6 Intention and determination
EBE >

Susan, Mary and Catherine are going to graduate from the u-
niversity this summer. The three girls are discussing what they
want to do after graduation. Susan says that she is determined to
enter the graduate school to further her study. Mary intends to
find a well-paid job in a big corporation, while Catherine wishes
that she could be a Hollywood movie star as she thinks she’s quite
talented in the art of movie.

Related words and expressions
I want/hope/wish to . ..

I would like to . . .

I will ...

I decide to .../ I decide that . ..

I wish that . ..

I am going to . ..

I am determined to / | have made up my mind to . . .
Iintend to . ..

.. shows strong determination to . . .



48 fidod~E

. . 15 ambitious
Situation 7 Complaint 28

Today is weekend. Paul invites his girlfriend Emanuel to
dine in a luxurious restanrant in London. They have ordered Rus-
sian soup, fried fish, beefsteak and vegetable salad. When the
dishes are served, they find everything delicious except for the
fish. It tastes horrible. So Paul calls the waitress and complains
about the horrible fish. The waitress accepts their complaints and

promises to compensate the loss.

Related words and expressions
I’m afraid 1 have to complain about . ..

[’m sorry to say that . ..

It seems that something is wrong with . ..

Will you please change . . .I

Sorry about that.

I’m afraid you must see the manager.

We are awfully sorry for . ..

We apologize for .

I'm afraid there is nothing that we can do about it, actually.

Situation 8 Advice and suggestion
& 53X

After dinner, Paul and Emanuel went to a nightclub where
they had a good time. When they left there, it was around mid-
night. Paul escorted Emanuel home. In front of her house, E-
manuel searched her pockets for the front door key but failed to
find it. She must have left it at home. Paul offered advice and



$z4 ouRES—EINH 49

suggested that (i} she knock hard to wake up her parents; (ii) he
climb up and break the window; and (iii} she go to get a copper-
smith. But all his suggestions proved to be impossible. In the end,
they had to put up in a nearby hotel.

Related words and expressions
What do you suggest 1 should do?

Could you give me some advice?
I suggest you . ..

I think you should ...

What shall 1 do?

You’d better . .

Why not ...7%

I don’t think ...

It seems O. K. doesn’t it?

It would be better for you to . ..
Were I you, [ would . ..
ShaltI...7

What about ... 7

That seems a good idea.

That's absolutely impossible.

Situation 9 Requests ks

When Henry came home from the office yesterday evening,
he met his wife Maria in the doorway who was hurrying to the
hospital to see her mother who was seriously 11l. Maria told Henry
that she would have to be with her mother for a few days in the
hospital and asked him to do some things during her absence:

a. take her blue blouse and white dress to the laundry,
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b. take her brown shoes back from the repairman’s,

¢. go to the supermarket in the neighbourhood to buy some
coftee, butter and oats.

Henry promised her and asked if there were any other things
she would have him do. Then Maria added:

d. pay the milkman when he came,

e. give the dog something to eat.

Related words and expressions
Would you mind helping me .. .7
I'dbeglad to . ..

Hand me ..., please.

Would you please ... 7

Could I ask you a favour?

Shall we .. .7

Would you be so kindasto ... 7
Please don’t . . .

Sorry to trouble you.

Never mind.

I want you to . . .

Situation 10 Likes and dislikes
BRETLER

Tomorrow is Christmas. Jane and Emily are going to Robert’
s house to help decorate Christmas tree for the celebration. They
ring the door chime. As soon as Robert opens the door, his dog
Sam rushes out of the house, barking at the girls. Jane and Emily
are frightened and draw back. Later, Jane tells Robert that she
doesn 't like dogs. Emily says that she doesn’t, either. Both girls
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prefer cats because cats are mild pets. But Robert doesn’t agree
with them, because he thinks that dogs are always faithful to their

mastcrs.

Related words and exprassions
Idon’t like ...
I dislike . ..
I particularly dislike . . .
I hate . ..
I like ...
I prefer . ..

Ilove ...

I enjoy ...

I can’t decide . . .
I'd rather ...

Situation 11 Possibility TT&E

Yesterday Steve asked Judy to go to the school dance with him
on Saturday night, and she accepted his invitation. Now, it seems
he won't be able to go. Judy is telling Betty about it. She com-
plains that Steve should have told her sooner then she might have
been able to accept someone else’s invitation. Betty suggests she go
with Charles, but Judy thinks there is no possibility because
Charles has been invited by Susan.

Related words and expressions
It’s (im}possible to . . .

There is still hope to . . .
Probably you can ...
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Could I expect . ..

Is there any possibility to . ..
You can possibly do . ..

It’s not impossible to . . .
You might . ..

Situation 12 Discussing points of view
T it W/ &

Fred and Joan are discussing a drawing of modern art. They
hold different points of view. Fred says that he doesn’t under-
stand the so-called modern art. Joan says that he is conservative, at
least narrow-minded, so he’d better keep his feelings to himself.
In this way they started an argument.

Related words and expressions

argue

argument

agreement

debate

convincing

Every coin has two sides.
attempt to explan . ..
conflict

express one s point of view
controversial view
reconcile

persuade

persuasive

quarrel
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There are two sides to everything.

narrow-minded

Situation 13 Asking for information
JA IR
David and Belinda are planning to travel to Paris. They go to
the travelling agency to seek some information. The service girl
suggests different means of transportation. She says that they can
take the sealink or the hovercraft or the helicopter, or just go

through the Channel Tunnel. But, anyway, they'll have to go to
London first.

Related words and expressions
What can I do for you?

Can I help you?

Excuse me, could you tell ... 7

We are trying to find . ..

I have no idea about . ..

I'd like to know something about . ..
Could you explain it again?

Sorry, I didn’t quite catch you.
Pardon?

Just a moment.

Situation 14 Moods and feelings
W5 Bk
Paul and Jack are football fans. They are now watching a

game between the Brazilian Team and the French Team. Paul
stands by the Brazilian side, while Jack expects the French Team to
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win the game.

Related words and expressions
thriiling

marvellous

wonderful

great

fantastic

terrific

worry about

goodness

cheer up

get upset

exciting

Couldn’t be worse.

It's a great pity that ...
I’ m pleased/glad "happy /excited to . . .

Situation 15 Going places b &%

Dick’s father and mother have decided to visit Dick s uncle
in Edinburg and spend Christmas there. They are now discussing
the travelling plan. There are different ways of going there. They
can go by railway or by air or by coach or by car. Each has its ad-

vantages.

Related words and expressions

departure arrival
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flight

flight number
express way
hoeing

book tickets
drive
sightseeing
land

stop
comfortable
trip
airport/airfield
railwa‘- station
reserve seats

safe landing
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Retelling, especially retelling a story, is an art, which is based
on efficient listening or careful reading. While listening or reading,
you should try to memorize the theme, the key points and the key
words of the story or passage. If necessary, take some quick notes
either in English or in Chinese.

1. Requirements E¥X

* Read or listen to a story/passage.
* Shorten the story/passage and retell it in your own words.

2. Reminders 2%

* Speak clearly and loud enbugh to be distinctly heard.

* Pronounce every word correctly.

* Give the events in their logical order.

* Vary your sentence structure, and put life into your ex-
pression.

* Suit your mood to that of the story, but remember that
tactful humour is seldom inappropriate.

* Make your conclusion strong—imagination will help you
to an impressive close.

* Use indirect speech and in most cases use past tenses.
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3. Practice &

Shopping made easy &3

People are not so honest as they once were. The temptation to
steal is greater than ever before—especially in large shops. A de-
tective recently watched a well-dressed woman who always went
into a large store on Monday mornings. One Monday, there were
fewer people in the shop than usual when the woman came in, so
it was easier for the detective to watch her. The woman first
bought a few small articles. After a little time, she chose one of
the most expensive dresses in the shop and handled it to an assistant
who wrapped it for her as quickly as possible. Then the woman
simply took the parcel and walked out of the shop without paying.
When she was arrested, the detective found out that the shop-assis-
tant was her daughter. The girl “gave” her mother a free dress
once a week!

from New Concept English

Retelling

A detective watched a well-dressed woman in a large store one
Monday. She bought a few small articles and then she chose an ex-
pensive dress. ‘The assistant wrapped it up for her and the woman
took it with her. She did not pay for it, so the detective arrested
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her. The assistant was her daughter. She gave her mother a free

dress once a week.

Practice 1 The tragedy of a concer pa-
tient —(EEBREBAGHES

Outline: a cancer patient—trying to recover—the public—the hos-
pital volunteer—the business associate—the horror stories
in newspapers—his beloved friend—Christmas party—
felt desperate

Practice 2 An accident Xk

Outline: a big ship and a small ship—collision~—the judge—wit-
ness—sending a signal—Good Luck

Practice 3 Follow the bus %%

Outline: jumped off the bus—walking down the street—window-
shopping—unpleasant feeling—left something on the
bus—chasing the bus—the bus gone

Practice 4 The functions of human blood
sin 3% 65 TH RE

Outline: a provider—a disposer—a defender

Practice 5 A parrot that broke up a gang
of burgiars maEIEE

Outline: Parrot Baby—mimic human speech—broke up burglars—



Baby and the two top suspects—the third man—Baby
calling the robbers—the arrest of the burglars

Practice 6 A likely story EimEsk%

Outline; developed a strange habit—plaster on small cuts—got
hurt purposedly—got on mother = s nerves—playing
dart—really got hurt—isodine instead of a plaster—al-
ways the same story

Practice 7 A clever suggestion
— P ELEARS X

Outline: complaints about lift service—engineers’ suggestions—
psychologist’s suggestion

Practice 8 A bad foot 1{HF2A

Qutline: bookseller—foot injured—doctor’ s prescription—bought
books—asked for pay

Practice © The doctor E=®

Qutline: a doctor who knows many other doctors—the first vis-
it—the second visit—the third visit—the fourth visit—a

terrible doctor
Practice 10 What's the time?
MAEAIFPTIT
Qutline: the strange collection of a man—clocks found every-

where—his wife's complaint—chimes day and night—

never knows the correct time
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Practice 11 The “Bait and Switch” tech-
nique 4
Qutline: the advertisement—low price temptationr—the “Bait and

Switch” technique—your judgment and ability to reason

Practice 12 The little mouse and the lion
N W5 RPFF
QOutline: a little mouse running up and down a sleeping lion—
waked him—in danger of being eaten—begged pardon—
promised to return his kindness—the lion caught—the

mouse to his rescue

Practice 13 Ordinary aspirinr—a truly won-
derful drug FIFEMN
Outline; aspirin—relieve pain, reduce fever

aspirin-—cause poisoning, upset stomach

aspirin—should be taken properly

Practice 14 The female mosquito X

Outline; mosquitoes everywhere—the female mosquito and her
victims—your  blood—mosquito  eggs—the male
mosquito and his wife
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4. Reading/Listening scripis
WEGIEX

Passage 1 The tragedy of a cancer Pa-
tient

I am a cancer patient, and I am trying to get well. I will get
well. That is, if people ask me. The cancer may not kill me, but
I’ m not at all sure about the public. I have to contend with people
who think | am going to die.

In fact, 48 percent of all cancer patients are alive five years
after diagnosis and are considered cured. Unforwnately, these
statistics, I guess, are not exactly common knowledge. There was
the hospital volunteer who greeted me with a cheerful smile “How
are you?” and then reddened and murmured, “1'm sorry, what a
stupid question.”

There was the business associate who asked me casually over
lunch, “Are you going to climb Mount Everest this year?” And
the old friend who spent an afterncon telling about Babe Didrick-
son’s successful cancer operation and her painful death after a re-
lapse.

So much of cancer recovery is based on a positive attitude.
But it’s hard to be strong in a world where newspapers emphasize
the horror stories and where some people are so afraid they might
“catch” cancer that a once beloved friend refused to come near to
me at a Christmas party.
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Passage 2 An accident

One day a big ship hit a smaller ship while they were about
going from England to America. The smaller ship was badly dam-
aged, and had to be taken back to England where a judge had to
decide who was to blame for the accident,

Several of the people who had seen the big ship hit the smaller
one said that, a few seconds before the accident, the big ship had
sent a signal to the smaller one. The judge was puzzled by this, so
he said, “Who sent the signal?”

A young signalman came forward and said, “I did, sir.”

“Oh?” said the judge. “And what signal did you send to the
other ship?”

The young signalman’s face went red as he answered, “Good
luck on your voyage.”

Passage 3 Follow that bus!

I jumped off the bus before it stopped and began walking down
the street. As I had armived early, 1decided to look at the shop windows
before going home. The idea made me quite happy, but at the same
time | had the unpleasant feeling that I had forgotten something. I
stopped in the middle of the pavement and began searching my pockets.
All of a sudden 1 remembered that [ was without my briefcase! 1 had
left it on the bus and it was full of important papers. The thought was
enough to make me start running down the street, though, by now,
the bus was out of sight.

Passage 4 The functions of human blood

Omne important purpose of blood is to carry the substances that
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maintain and repair the body tissues. In this way, blood serves asa
provider. The second use of blood is to act as a disposer, carrying
wastes and gases away from the tissues of the body. Blood acts in a
third way as a defender. The white corpuscles in the bloodstream
constantly guard against and try to destroy bacteria and other
agents that threaten the body’s welfare.

Passage 5 A parrot that broke up a gang
of burglars

For centuries, parrots have been prized pets because of their
strange ability to mimic human speech. Recently, an Amazon par-
rot named Baby put her vocal talents to unusual use: she helped
break up a gang of burglars thought to be responsible for crimes
involving the theft of over § 50,000 in property. A recent rob-
bery victim reported to the police in Baytown, Texas, that her
parrot, Baby, had had only a twenty-eight word vocabulary; but
after the robbery the bird started saying the new phrases “Come
back Robert!” and “Come here Ronnic!”

The police detective was delighted. Ronnic and Robert were
the names of his two top suspects. A third man had already been
arrested in the case and soon explained under questioning what had
happened. When the robbers entered the house they heard Baby
talking and thought someone was at home. Ronnic and Robert be-
gan running away, while the third man yelled for them to come

back several times.
Passage 6 A likely story

When [ was small T always liked to have plasters put on the
least cut. At school 1 can remember getting people to push me
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down the bank, in the hope that I might fall and get a plaster put
on the cut.

One day [ can remember pestering my mum to give me a plas-
ter to put on a cut, but she wouldn’t. T was gradually getting on
her nerves so she took me upstairs and left me in my brother’s
room, where he was playing darts with his friend Sydney.

I sat on the bed, but after a while [ got bored so 1 decided to
leave. I got up to go and as I did so Brian threw his dart, which
missed the board and stuck in my knee instead.

We all stared at the dart. A bubble of blood appeared; it
popped and trickled down my leg. Brian wanted to pull the dart
out so he could continue his game but [ wouldn’t let him.

[ went downstairs to my mum. She pulled the dart out and
before I could say how it had happened she said, “Don’ t think
you're having a plaster on that, my girl, when a dab of iodine( %
&) will do just as well.”

She probably thought I stuck the dart in my leg just to get a
plaster. Even when I told her what had happened, she gave me a
look which seemed to say, “A likely story!”

Passage 7 A clever suggestion

The manager of a large office building had received many
complaints about the lift service in the building. He engaged a
group of engineers to study the situation and make recommenda-
tions for improvement. The engineers suggested two alternative
solutions:

1. adding more lifts of the same type.

2. replacing the existing lifts by faster ones.

The manager decided that both alternative solutions were too
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expensive. So the firm’s psychologist offered to study the prob-
lem. He noticed that many people arrived at their offices feeling
angry and impatient. The reason they gave was the length of time
they had to wait for the lifc. However, the psychologist was im-
pressed by the fact that they had only had to wait 2 relatively short
time. It occurred to him that the reason for their annoyance was
the fact that they had to stand by the lifts inactive. He suggested a
simple, inexpensive solution to the manager. This was adopted
and complaints stopped immediately. The solution was to place a

large mirror next to the lifts.
Passage 8 A bad foot

In some countries now, a man who is ill can ask for a
doctor’s help and pay nothing. But in the old days everyone had
to pay a doctor for his work.

There was a bookseller who did not like paying for anything.
One day he let a big box fall on his foot.

“Go to the doctor,” said his wife, “and show that foot to
him.”

“No,” he said. “I’ll wait until the doctor comes into the shop
next time. Then I"il ask him about my foot. If I go to see him, I
shall have to pay him.”

On the next day the doctor came into the shop and bought
some books. When the bookseller was getting them ready, he told
the doctor about his bad foot. The doctor looked at it.

“Yes,” said the doctor. “You must put that foot in hot water
every night. Then you must put something on it.”

He took out a piece of paper and wrote on it.

“Buy this and put it on the foot before you go to bed every
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night.” he said.

“Thank you,” said the bookseller. “And now, sir, here are
your books. ”

“How much?” said the doctor.

“Two pounds. ”

“Good,” said the doctor. “I shall not have to pay you any-
thing.”

“Why?” asked the bookseller.

“] told you about your foot. [ want two pounds for that. If
people come to my house, I ask them to pay one pound for a small
thing like that. And I came here, didn’t 17 Good morning. ”

Passage 9 The doctor

I have a very good doctor. He knows many other doctors who
are specialists. Often he sends me to see them.

For example, I call on the telephone for an appointment, and
the nurse answers the phone.

“May I have an appointment with the doctor?” I ask.

“When do you want to come?” she asks.

“As soon as possible,” I say.

“This afternoon?” she asks.

I look at the clock. It i1s a long time to wait.

“Well, all right,” I say. “What time?”

“At two o’ clock,” she answers.

“That’s fine,” I say, “Thank you.’

Then [ go to the doctor’ s office. I plan carefully to be there

+

on time.
“Doctor,” 1 say. “I have an earache. It hurts terribly all
- »
night.
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The doctor takes an instrument and locks into my ear with a
little light.

Then he sits back in his chair and say, “Yes, I see. You must
go see Dr. White. He is an ear specialist. ”

The next time [ say, “Doctor, my foot is very sore. It hurts
when 1 walk on it. Sometimes the pain is very severe.”

The doctor walks up and down the room.

At last he says, “You must go to see Dr. Brown. He is a very
good foot doctor. ”

Another time I call on the telephone. “Something is wrong
with my eye. [t hurts and it is almost shut. I can’t imagine what
is wrong with it.”

My doctor doesn’t say anything for a minute.

Then he says, “I am going to send you to see Dr. Black. He
is very fine eye doctor.”

Many time in cold weather, I have a very sore throat. Then
my doctor sends me to see Dr. Green. He is a famous throat doc-
tor.

Sometimes I think my doctor is strange. he never seems to do
much for me. He always sends me to someone else.

There are certain tiimes when not just one part, but my whole
body, aches, pains, or hurts.

On these days, [ do not call my doctor. [ do not go to talk
with him. In fact I do not even let him know I am sick. “What’s
the matter with you today?” he might ask if [ went to see him.

“Oh, doctor, I feel terrible all over, not just ome part of
me,” | would say. “I just feel terrible, ”

“Well, then,” he might s2y, “you must go see Dr. E. Heisa

terrible doctor!”
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Passage 10 What’s the time?

People often collect things. Stamps, books and records are
fairly common. But the strangest collection I have ever seen be-
longs to 2 man who possesses 1500 clocks. There are clocks in ev-
ery room of his house. The living-room is surrounded by shelves
which have been filled with clocks. As there is not enough room
for so many clocks, the man has filled several trunks and stored
them in the garage. His wife complains every day about the work
she has to do, for it is not easy to dust several hundred clocks. She
also complains about the noise. Each clock keeps its own time, so
chimes can be heard almost any time during the day and night. In
her opinion, however, there is something even worse than dust
and noise. Even with so many clocks around, she never knows

what time it 1s!

Passage 11 The “Bait and Switch” tech-
nique

[f you were planning to buy a television set, the following
advertisement would certainly attract your attention: “Color TV,
only $79. Two day sale. Hurry.” However, when you go to the
store ready to buy, you may discover that the advertised sets are
sold out. But the salesman is quick to reassure you that he has an-
other model, a more reliable set which is “just right for you.” It
costs $359. This sales tactic is called “bait and switch.” Buyers
are baited with a sales offer, and then they are switched to another
more costly item. Buying items on sale requires careful considera-

tion of the merchandise and the reasons for the sale.
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Passage 12 The little mouse and the lion

Once when a lion was asleep a little mouse began running up
and down vpon him. This soon wakened the lion, who placed his
huge paw upon him, and opened his big jaws to swallow him.
“Pardon, O King,” cried the little mouse. “Forgive me this time,
I shall never forget it. Who knows but what I may be able to do
you a turn some of these days?” The lion was so tickled at the idea
of the mouse being able to help him, that he lifted up his paw and
let him go. Some time after the lion was caught in a trap, and the
hunters tied him to a tree while they went in search of a wagon to
carry him on. Just then the little mouse happened to pass by, and
seeing the lion’s situation, went up to him and soon gnawed away
the ropes that bound the lion. “Was T not right?” said the little

mouse, “Little friends may prove great friends.”

Passage 13 Ordinary Aspirin—A truly won-
derful drug

Americans this year will swallow 15,000 tons of aspirin, one
of the safest and effective drugs invented by man. The most popu-
lar medicine in the world today, it is an effective pain reliever. Its
bad effect are relatively mild, and it is cheap.

Aspirin, in short, is truly the 20th-century wonderful drug.
It is also the second largest suicide drug and is the leading cause of
poisoning among children. It has side effects that, although rela-
tively mild, are largely unrecognized among users.

A small quantity of aspirin {two five-grain tablets) relicves
pain and inflammation. It also reduces fever by interfering with

some of the body’s reactions. Specifically, aspirin seems to slow
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down the formation of the acids involved in pain and the complex
chemical reactions that cause fever. The chemistry of these acids is
not fully understood, but the slowing effect of aspirin is well
known,

Aspirin is very irritating to the stomach lining, and many as-
pirin takers complain about wpset stomach. There is a right way
and a wrong way to take aspirin. The best way is to chew the
tablets before swallowing them with water, but few people can
stand the bitter taste. Some people suggest crushing the tablets in

milk or orange juice and drinking that.
Passage 14 The female mosquito

No matter who you are or where you come from, one thing
is certain: you are acquainted with the mosquito—although you
probably wish you weren’ t. Mosquitoes are everywhere. They
can be found all over the world, and they come in more than
2,500 species. Somewhere, at some time, you have surely met at
least one.

No ong loves the mosquito. But unfortunately, the mosquito
may decide that she loves you. She? Yes, she. Did you know that
only the female mosquito bites? Well, it’s true. And it’s not be-
cause she’s unfriendly; she needs blood to reproduce.

Do you know how the female mosquito decides whom to
bite? She’s quite selective, and she chooses her victims carefully.
First, she uses sensors to find her victim. With these sensors, she
tests your body moisture, body warmth, and chemical substances
in your sweat. If she likes what she bites, she bites. [f you don’t
appeal to her, she’ll reject you for someone more appetizing. The

next time a mosquito bites you, just remember that you were cho-
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sen. You're special.

And then what happens? Well, after her delicious dinner, the
mosquito is tired. She just wants to find a place to rest. Heavy
with your blood, she picks a spot—on a leaf or a wall or a stone—
to quickly lay her eggs. Just one drop of blood will produce hun-
dreds of eggs.

Where is her mate? Well, their relationship is over, and he's
no longer around. Their mating took place before she bit you. She
will live one to two months and lay eggs four or five times during

this time.
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Very common in colleges and universities as well as in public
examinations like CET-SET, [ELTS is the use of pictures and cards
for descriptive and narrative purposes. The student is given a picture
or a card to study for a few minutes; he is then required to describe
the picture or narrate the points given on the card in a given time.
Usually, the teacher is the tester, responsible for marking the scores
by taking into account such factors as grammar, vocabulary, pro-
nunciation, content, length, accuracy, fluency, etc. that are in-
volved in the testee’s speech. During the student’s presentation,
the teacher can occasionally give some encouragement if there is a
longer silence.

This unit provides twelve pictures and eight cards for students
to practise Oral Composition Based on Picture and Oral Composition
Based on Topic and Outline with an example for each type. Below
the pictures or the cards are suggested words and expressions that
might be used in the description and narration.

1. Requirements Ex

Clearly understand the teacher’s instructions.

Carefully study the topics.

Quickly build the frame of your composition.

Cooperatively work with your partner or group members.
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2. Practice &

1 . Oral composition based on picture

= EEX

Topic 1 Lucy s daily routine
BEeH0 % ETHE

Teacher’ s instructions: ,

I'd like you to talk about Lucy’ s Daily Routine. On the next
sheet of paper, you will see eight pictures, showing what Lucy is
doing at different hours of the day. Please describe the pictures in
sequence. Then tell us about your daily routine as a university stu-
dent. You have one minute to prepare and two minutes to make
your presentation. Don’t worry if I interrupt you at the end of the

time limit so that more students can have a chance to speak. Now
start.

Student

To my mind, Lucy must be a primary or middie school pupil.
Well, the pictures show that her life is very regular. She has break-
fast at seven o’ clock. That means she usually gets up at six, e¢h,
anyway, not later than six thirty. Her breakfast is simmple, yeh,
may consist of two pieces of bread, a glass of milk and, suppose a

fried egg. Seems her school is not far away from her home, guess
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just about ten or fifteen minutes’ walk, because at eight o’ clock
she’s already in the classroom. She has four classes in the morning,
usually arithmetic and English. Lunch is at twelve. It’s very com-
mon either in China or abroad that pupils have lunch in the school

canteen or cafeteria. As a rule, pupils have physical education in
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the afternoon, skating, jogging, playing balls, etc. At four
o’ clock, we find Lucy on her way home. The school is over. Then,
I think she has two hours for doing homework assignment and recre-
ation, like playing the piano or listening to music. After supper,
well, the picture doesn’t show what she does, but I guess she takes a
walk. She goes to bed at ten thirty and has a nice sleep.

Rasse

Topic 2 Preparing (for) dinner &&EmA

Teacher’ s instructions:

I’ d like you to talk about ordinary family life at weekends—
Preparing ( for ) Dinner. On the next sheet of paper, you will see
four pictures, showing what the family are doing. Please start from
the first picture—Back from Shopping, and then describe the pic-
tures in sequence. After that, T’d like to ask another student to tell
us how his/her family prepare (for) dinner at weekends. You have
one minute to prepare and one and a half minutes to make your pre-
sentation. Don’t worry if T interrupt you at the end of the time limit

so that more students can have a chance to speak. Now start.

Suggested words and expressions

do shopping ¥ supermarket 8 W
shopping list ¥4 % canned food ¥ L& &
prepackaged food ¥ & &b frozen food %R &
vegetables % ¥ cooking utensils #t R

kitchen B J% fridge YkK#
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oven H{H gas stove WS

pot K wash the car %%

lay the table BiFER tableware cutlery RE
napkin & tissue paper 411

serve the soup L& turkey X%

beverage HH wine B

Topic 3 An English lesson —& ®5%

Teacher’s instructions:

I’d like yon to talk about An English Lesson . On the next sheet
of paper, you will see a group of students are having an English les-
son. Please describe the picture by using your imagination power.
You may not find it difficult as you yourselves take four English
lessons a week at the university, and therefore, must know very well
what the teacher and the students usually do in class. You have one

minute to prepare and one and a half minutes to make your presen-
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tation. Don’t worry if T interrupt you at the end of the time limit so
that more students can have a chance to speak. Now start.

Suggested words and expressions
composition 1€ X
report &
dictation "%
translation Wi
read alond Wi
explain %
vocabulary 17 iC
grammatical structure & 3 &

comprehension ¥ ##

take notes T £ 10
questions and answers [ &
retell 23

intensive reading =
extensive reading 3 %

fast reading R

respond to 18 K

concentrate attention X & A
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absent-minded T #H %
study skills 3 75
analyse il

Topic 4 The cycling of seasons m#%

Teacher’s instructions:

I"d like you to talk about The Cycling of Seasons. On the next
sheet of paper, you will see twelve pictures, showing the four sea-
sons , each consisting of three months. Please describe the pictures in
sequence. 1’ d like to have four students to work together. FEach one
15 to do one season. You have one minute to prepare and one and a
half minutes to make your presentation. Don’t worry if I interrupt
you at the end of the time limit so that more students can have a

chance to speak. Now start.

Suggested words and expressions
nature awakens X HATE
farmers’ busy season HICEF
fields and meadows M fEH
cut the grass ¥|¥
woods and forests P4k fo
make hay W X%
thunderstorm % &
harvest W #
fog ¥
sleet HRE,HXE
frost &
north winds ¥ ¥,
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winter and summer vacation XEFR|

the trees are bare BWAAE

Topic b Spare-time hobblies A% $5

Teacher’s instructions: _
I’ d like you to talk about Spare-time Hobbies. On this page,

= D
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you will see four groups of pictures, each showing different spare-
time hobbies. 1'd like to have two boys and two girls work together
by casting the roles of Ben, Lucy, Dick and June. Remember your
presentation must be a short composition instead of a simple descrip-
tion of each picture. You have one minute to prepare and one and a
half minutes to make your presentation. Don’t worry if I interrupt
you at the end of the time limit so that more students can have a
chance to speak. Now start.

Suggested words and expressions

skate K base ball XX
muuntéin—climbing EWl o rugby HWHEK

canvas & ski HE

badminton ¥ &K oar X%

cance /DA microwave oven HE ¥

Topic 6 A Story without words X 5%

Teacher’ s instructions:

I'd like you to talk about the following pictures which form a
A Story without Words. On the next sheet of paper, you will see
six pictures, showing what Mr. Brown is doing in the park.
Please work in small groups to discuss the pictures, and then each
group 1s to produce a speaker to make the presentation. Begin with
“One day, Mr. Brown is walking in the park. He stops because he
sees. ..” Don’t forget to tell us what implication you’ ve got from
the pictures. You have three minutes to prepare and two minutes
to make your presentation. Don’t worry if | interrupt you at the
end of the time limit so that more students can have a chance to
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speak. Now start.

from Essential English

Suggested words and expressions

in the park #ZLXHEE stand still # T3k, 3 ¥
a five-pound note — K EXHFPE lock roond HWHEHAE
pick up #5 keep off. . . e

a fine /a penalty ] & gilty AR

embarrassed #i¥ park-keeper 2> i
honest(y) 1 3E(H) dishonest(y) T £ (#)

Topic 7 A panel discussion 3334

Teacher’s instructions:
I' d like you to talk about A Panel Discussion. On the next

sheet of paper, you will see a picture, showing that a panel discus-
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sion 18 going on. The students on the panel are Ben, Dick, Susan
and Lucy. I'd like each small group to work out a topic of the dis-
cussion, and then produce a speaker to present the opinion of the
group on the topic, such as Are We Happier Than the People in the
Ezighteenth Century? You have three minutes to prepare and two
minutes to make your presentation. Don’ t worry if I interrupt you
at the end of the time limit so that more students can have a chance

to speak. Now start.

—A Y

o : .

-

Suggested words and expressions

in front of -+ EH warm discussion #7134
audience W7 & argue  Fit

on the panel £ 5T (#) participate in £ 4§
eloquently i #¥ib hot argument  #4 2 3%
dispute B judge F B

confirm ik 5 firm grounds W HE
debate ##it atmosphere A £,

Topic 8 Christmas cetebration
2 R i K .

Teacher’s instructions:

[’ d like you to talk about Christmas Celebration in western
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countries. On this sheet of paper, you will see three pictures,
showing Decorating Christmas trees, Christmas gifts and Family re-
union respectively. Describe the pictures and then tell other cele-
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bration activities at Christmas as far as you know. You have two
minutes to prepare and three minutes to make your presentation.
Don’t worry if | interrupt you at the end of the time limit so that
more students can have a chance to speak. Now start.

Suggested words and exprassions
Christmas carols &% T ¥ Christmas cake £ T #

turkey X4 Santa Claus E## A
Merry Christmas £ #® 8 % Christmas Eve & #
Jesus Christ H#HEF Christmas cards 2 ¥#-F

Topic 9 A story without words £

Teacher’ s instructions:

1'd like you to talk about the following pictures which form A
Short Story without Words. On the next sheet of paper, you will see
six pictures, showing two men, Mr. Green (the man with a stick)
and Mr. Brown (the man without a stick) walking fast. Please
work in small groups to discuss the pictures and then each group is
to produce a speaker to make the presentation. You have three min-
utes to prepare and two minutes to make your presentation. Don’t
worry if I interrupt you at the end of the time limit so that more stu-

dents can have a chance to speak. Now start.

Suggested words and expressions
walk towards ¥§------ #* %
wet paint BFXT
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from Essential English
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Topic 10 Accommodations for students
= S REY: =

Teacher’s instructions:

I’d like you to talk about Accommodations for Students. On
this sheet of paper, you will see four pictures, showing four differ-
ent kinds of accommodations. Please describe the pictures and tell
what you think about them. Don’t forget to tell us which kind of
accommodation you prefer and why. You have two minutes to pre-
pare and two minutes to make your presentation. Don’t worry if I
interrupt you at the end of the time limit so that more students can

have a chance to speak. Now start.

eight stl.uimts 5'“"“3 4 room living in a students’ apartment
in the dormitory on the campus
NO.1 207/A/H NO. 2 (EFFE LK 300 T/ A

A

four studkents ing 4 rocm
inthgdmwﬁwry

NO.4 #7C/AR

e

Suggested words and expressions
rent ., 842 share a room &
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double-deck bed X B K apartment 2 %
dormitory B€ wardrobe K1E
crowded HH air-conditioner T &
quilt  #® F blanket #F

bed sheets K& armchair MH R

TV set  #AML pillow #:%

cupboard /Mg revolving chair % #
facilities X H convenience ¥

Topic 11 A Story without words X%

Teacher’s instructions:
I’d like you to talk about the following pictures which form A
Story without Words. Please read the pictures carefully and discuss

=5 (2 i e
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them in small groups for three minutes. Then each group is to pro-
duce a speaker to make the presentation. The characters in the pic-
tures are Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, their son Simon, a driver and a
policeman. Talk about the pictures in sequence for two minutes.
Don’t worry if I interrupt you at the end of the time limit so that
more students can have a chance to speak. Now start.

suggested words and expressions

railway station K Z 3% luggage 17%
suitcase FHRHE station 3% %
chase 3B #t inahurey &1
leave %W see off 1% 5

Topic 12 Obtaining a Job &R

Teacher’s instructions:

I’d like you to talk about the following pictures which show the
process of obtaining a job. Read the pictures carefully for two min-
utes and then talk for two minutes. Remember the girl who obtains
the job is called Linda. Don’t worry if [ intcrrui:t you at the end of
the time limit so that more students can have a chance to speak.

Now start.

Suggested words and expressions

job vacancy E &AL application form Hi# 5%
fill ®E interview T i,
office Avork place 7% employ B A

employee /& i clerk BRR
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I . Oral composition based on topic

and outline #5ER-iBMIEIL
Topic 13 Functions of mass media

ke 1E A

Teacher's instructions:
I'd like you to talk about Functions of Mass Media. On the
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next page, you will see a card, on which are listed three points.
Your presentation should be based on these points. You have two
minutes to prepare and two minutes to talk. Don’t worry if I inter-
rupt you at the end of the time limit so that more students can have

a chance to speak. Now start.

FUNCTIONS OF MASS MEDIA

» Mass media— keep us well informed

* Mass media — persuade us mostly through
advertisements

* Mass media— give us entertainment

l\

Student ;

[t is true that mass media function in various ways. First, they
keep us well informed of the happenings of the world which would
otherwise remain unknown. Second, mass media persuade us mostly
through advertisements. As we can see, newspapers, magazines and
TV are filled with all kinds of colourful, persuasive advertisements.
No matter whether you like them or hate them, you know, they are
shown and repeatedly shown every evening. The purpose is of
course obvious, just to tempt us to buy their products. Third, mass
media give us entertainment. Either TV or radio broadcasting pro-

vides us with a variety of programmes every day. And films, books,
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magazines, etc. give us daily amusement. I think mass media will
undoubtedly expand in future.

Topic 14 The value of examination
A gh&F X

Teacher’s instructions:

1’ d like you to talk about The Value of Examination_. On this
sheet of paper, you will see a card, on which are listed three points.
Your presentation should be based on these points. You have two
minutes to prepare and two minutes to talk. Don’t worry if 1 inter-

rupt you at the end of the time limit so that more students can have
a chance to speak. Now start.

|/'_ ™

TRE VALVE
OF EXANINATION

» Exarn— an incentive to study
« Exam — a measure of self-evaluation
» Exam — teacher’s reference for judgment

o

Suggested words and expressions
incentive WUH
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evaluation ¥ f#

judgment  ¥{ 8

grade %%

review M 3

extra effort Wi

remedial work #Mik

improve teaching method K 3 # % ¥ &%
make progress #t ¥

lag behind % )5

Topic 15 The defects of examination
K 6b Mg

Teacher’ s instructions:
I'd like you to talk about The Defects of Examination. On this

sheet of paper, you will see a card, on which are listed three points.

Your presentation should be based on these points. You have two

i ™y
r "

THE DEFECTS OF
EXAMINATION

¢ Causing nervousness
* Students Dark July
+ Increasing load

SEZEBAREN\
/

v
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minutes to prepare and two minutes to talk. Don’t worry if T inter-
rupt you at the end of the time limit so that more students can have

a chance to speak. Now start.

Suggested words and expressions

dread {1 worry about H1f
nervous %7K piles of books 3%
load M3 opportunity fli&

sit up late P F lose weight REPEAKE

Topic 16 How to be a successful language

learner E#MKH—LKHEBETHRD
&

Teacher’s instructions:
I’ d like you to talk about How to Be a Successful Language
Learner. On this sheet of paper, you will see a card, on which are

s \
HOW TO BE A SUGCESSFUL
LANGUAGE LEARNER

* Learning independently
* [ earning actively
* Learning purposefully
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listed three points. Your presentation should be based on these
points. You have two minutes to prepare and two minutes to talk.
Don” ¢ worry if | interrupt you at the end of the time limit so that

more students can have a chance to speak. Now start.

Suggested words and expressions

master ¥ & a good command of ¥ #
make mistakes H ## communicate ¢ Bf
study skills % 3 & & make use of F|H

practice makes perfect ## % "The good at &

Topic 17 Travel by bike B&ZE g3

Teacher’s instructions:
1'd like you to talk about Travel by Bike. On this sheet of pa-
per, you will see a card, on which are listed three points. Your pre-

sentation should be based on these points. You have one minute to

4 Yy

TRVAEL BY BIKE

= Convenient
& Economical
S Healthy

(Y
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prepare and one and a half minutes to talk. Don’t worry if I inter-
rupt you at the end of the time limit so that more students can have

a chance to speak. Now start.

Suggested words and expressions
setout H R
save money and time &4k #& B
strengthen one’s muscles HR&K
test one’s will HFIHEEE
pollution ¥ %
atmosphere K%, 3R
repair %
parking lot ¥ 3%

Topic 18 Advantages of taking more op-
tional courses 2k iEiRédHSIA

Teacher's instructions:

1"d like you to talk about Advantages of Taking More Optional
Courses at the university. On the next sheet of paper, you will see a
card, on which are listed three points. Your presentation should he
based on these points. You have one and a half minutes to prepare
and one and a half minutes to talk. Don’t worry if I interrupt you

at the end of the time limit so that more students can have a chance

to speak. Now start.

suggested words and expressions
widen one’s horizon of knowledge 3 K &R &
major Fi,FH




$28 os 99

ABVANTAGES OF TAKING
MORE OPTIONAL COURSES

- AMTT K@i
- ANTEIF_HD
- AR TFHmR S

specialty ¥ ik

specialized knowledge % ¥ fiR
job opportunity B ¥ Hl&
compulsory courses 545}
high IQ W& #

cultivate interest K7k ¥

Topic 19 Advantages of fast food

$5 4 6553 R

Teacher’ s instructions:

I'd like you to talk about Advantages of Fast Food. On the
next sheet of paper, you will see a card, on which are listed five
points. Your presentation should be based on these points. You have
two minutes to prepare and two minutes to talk. Don’t worry if |

interrupt you at the end of the time limit so that more students can
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have a chance to speak. Now start.

4 O
ADVANTAGES OF
FAST FOOD

» Convenienl  » Healthy
» Quick » Nutritional
» Comfortable Environment

Suggested words and expressions:

sandwich = FBH & . hotdog #¥g

hamburger X &4, chips ¥ 4%

fried chicken XA hot #old drinks  # 4k
orangeade 18t lemonade 7
mineral water & R K ice-cream vk B #k

pop con BRI pizza HWFEH

sausage BMF tomato B ZLHF

beef burger 4 I cucumber # /i

Topic 20 Why do | take CET-SET?
HKOTE L IRBRIBFOTELK

Teacher’s instructions:
I'd like you to tell us Why Do You Take CET-SET. On the
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next sheet of paper, you will see a card, on which three points are
listed. Your presentstion should be based on these points. You have
one minuie to prepare and one and a half minutes to talk, Don’ ¢
worry if I interrupt you at the end of the time limit so that more stu-

dents can have a chance to speak. Now start.

s ™

» RRARTRA

« SARME 3R
WS EETFREE S

by

22NN
J

l

suggested words and expressions

accomplishments % &
dumb English * 3% E
communicative competence 3 B 6E /7

spoken language H 1%
the four skills /U5 3 f
survival English # 7 XiF



STEP SIX Discussion and Debate
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Friendly, intelligent discussion/debate is one of the most en-
lightening forms of communication. There is no lack of interesting
subjects for it, such as campus life, current events, hot social is-
sues, etc. In a good discussion/debate, everyone is interested, ev-
eryone wants to talk, everyone has studied the topic and has some-
thing to say. There will be strong opinions and perhaps some excite-
ment. This does not mean that loss of temper or rude interruptions
are acceptable, because excitement does not excuse disoourtesy.

Read the following before starting the activity.

I. Requirements EX

* Number of participants: 6.

* Time duration: 20 minutes.

¢ Chairperson: Choose one boy/girl from among the six.
The Chairperson should be responsible for the discussion/
debate and avoid unprofitable situation in which everyone

tries to talk at once.

2. Procedure 758

* Briefly introduce yourself { name, university, major,
etc. ) (1 minute)

* The chairperson declares the meeting open.

* Each participant speaks on the topic given for one minute
to show his/her view so as to form the argument side and

the counter-argument side. (6 minutes)



* The two sides ask each other questions and start the debate
(12 minutes)

* The chairperson makes a summary (1 minute)

3. Suggestions &

* Be a good listener
Perhaps there is no effective way of gaining the reputation of
being a good speaker than by listening attentively. So, be alert so
that you can contribute to the line of discussion.
* Get the others’ viewpoiats
Try your best to see things as the other people see them.
* Make no reference to the other people’s weakness
Let them feel that you think them strong.
* Do not be a know-all
Perhaps the most unpopular of all speakers is the know-all. Be
modest and respect others.
* Be genuinely courteous
Be tactful and courteous always. In a group, make everyone
feel at ease, but don’t be shy in expressing your own opinion.
* Do not correct yourself too often
Use good but natural speech. Do not correct your errors and
slips of the tongue too often. If necessary, do it skillfully.
* Avoid repeating what someone else has said. Stick to the

subject.
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4. Practice X

Topic 1 Governments of all countries

should launch serious cam-

paigns against smoking %A &
R AT B A AR R AEIE B

Reference ideas -

Argument

Smoking definitely linked with bronchial troubles, heart
disease, lung cancer.

A few governments have taken timid measures. e.g.
Enormous sums spent fighting the disease; lives lost.

The tobacco industry spends vast sums on advertising.

All advertising should be banned; anti-smoking campaign
launched.

Smoking should be banned in public areas.

Warning, death’s head, included in every packet.

1.1 billion smokers out of 5.8 billion people in the world.
Annual production of tobacco around 14 billion pounds.
300 million people die annually,

Annual consumption of tobacco amounts to 200 billion dol-

lars.

Counter-argument

* Tobacco: source of revenue, e. g. Britain—tobacco tax
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pays for education

* There are still scientists who doubt smoking-cancer link.

* Smoking brings many psychological benefits. e. g.

* Enjoyable, relaxing, social contacts made easy.

* Absurd tc suggest that smoking be banned after so many
hundreds of vears.

* Enormous interests involved: governments, tobacco grow-
ers, tobacco industries, retail businesses.

* People should be free to decide; banning is undemocratic.

* The tobacco industry spends vast sums on medical research.

* Improved filters result in smoking without danger.

* Smoking associated with great open-air life, beautiful girls,

togetherness.

Suggested words and phrases
ban )k
bronchial trouble & 4 #
short-sighted B &% WK
statistic figure it HF
launch a campaign X # 35 3
tobacco consumption 1H ¥ 7 %
commodity B &
amount to ik F
health deterioration i % 4,
public welfare 2 #8 #|

Reference reading

[t you smoke and still don’t believe that there is a definite link
between smoking and bronchial troubles, heart disease, and lung
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cancer, then you are certainly deceiving yourself. No one will ac-
cuse you of hypocrisy. Whenever the subject of smoking and healih
is raised, the governments of most countries hear no evil, see no evil
and smell no evil. Admittedly, a few governments have taken timid
measures. In Britain, for instance, cigarette advertising has been
banned on TV. The conscience of the nation is appeased while the
population continues to puff its way to smoke, cancerous death.

You don’ ¢ have to look very far to find out why the official re-
actions to medical findings have been so lukewarm. The answer is
simply money. Tobacco is a wonderful commaodity to tax. It’s al-
most like a tax on our daily bread. In tax revenue alone, the British
government collects enough from smokers to pay for its entire educa-
tional facilities.

This is surely the most short-sighted policy you could imagine.
While money is eagerly collected in vast sums with one hand, it is
paid out in increasingly vaster sums with the other. Enormous
amounts are spent on cancer research and on efforts to cure people
suffering from the disease. Countless valuable lives are lost.

If the governments of the world were honestly concerned about
the welfare of their peoples, you’d think they’d conduct aggressive
anti-smoking campaigns. Far from it! The tobacco industry is al-
lowed to spend huge sums on advertising. The advertisements sug-
gest it is manly to smoke, even positively healthy! Smoking is asso-
ciated with the great open-air life, with beautiful girls, true love
and togetherness.

For a start, governments could begin by banning all cigarette
and tobacco advertising and should then conduct anti-smoking ad-
vertising campaigns of their own. Smoking should be banned in all
public areas like theatres, cinemas and restaurants. Great efforts
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should be made to inform young people especially of the dreadful
consequences of taking up the hahit. A horrific warning-—say, a
picture of a death’s head—should be included in every packet of
cigarettes that is sold. As individuals we are certainly weak, but if
governments acted honestly and courageously, they could protect us

from ourselves.

Topic 2 The implementation of week-1ong

holidays system in China < EsSH#E
182

Reference ideas :

Argument

* Unsuitable for a populous country.

* Traffic jams everywhere.

* Transportation overcrowded.

* Noise, disorder and excitement reign restaurants.
* Compiletely bored.

* Week-long holidays—an ordeal.

* After-holiday commercial depression.

Counter-argument

* More leisure time to do things you like. e.g.

* Completely relaxed.

* Travelling to distant places.

* Activate economnty.

* Shopping—discount, special sale temptation.
* Enjoy yourself.
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Suggested words and phrases
boredom 5% £ %
purchasing power M 3%
melancholy ¥
flock B BEE A
ordeal B
taxi-stands Bl % § uf
discount coupons  {f; ¥ #
cut the queue & A
instant lucky draws BB EEH X
honk # N
every now and then BB
shopping season M E Y
scenery R &
accommodation HEfE §tE

Reference reading
Qur National Day is coming. We shall have days of rest, pre-

sumably week-long holidays again just like the week-long May Day
holidays. Many people welcome week-long heolidays and are busy
planning where and how to spend the seven days; whereas many
other people do not applaud. As to me, week-long holidays mean a
span of duliness, boredom, melancholy and helplessness, and 1
think anyone who had experienced the holiday sufferings in May
would share my feelings.

I well remember that froma May Day, to be more exact, a few
days earlter than May Day, the shopping season started. Most shops
extended their shopping hours to respond to their overwhelmingly
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enthusiastic customers. There were special sales with discount
coupons and instant lucky draws and various sales promotions in
nearly every big store to lure potential customers into spending
more. Crowds of shoppers flocked towards department stores, en-
joying their high purchasing power.

There were traffic jams almost everywhere. People waited in
long queues at bus-stops and taxi-stands, looking entirely exhaust-
ed. Tempers flared when people got pushed or if someone else cut
the queue. Impatient drivers honked at each other every now and
then.

The railway station was congested with travellers who rushed to
the platform like a swarm of bees and then squeezed their way into
the train for seats as if there would be no tomorrow.

In the restaurants, tables were shared. A platoon of waiters
filed out from the kitchen armed with various containers of eatables.
Orders were taken feverishly and then shouted across to the kitchen.
Excitement reigned everywhere as waiter ran hither and thither to
fill the orders.

The above are just some vivid scenes that happened a few
months ago. Everywhere was chaos and chaos everywhere. | am re-
ally afraid the drama will soon be repeated.

True, week-long holidays help activate economy, but what
about after-holiday depression? No doubt, people can have a lot of

leisure, but leisure does not always bring a lot of pleasure.
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Topic 3 Help the victims of
calamities 8EBIRR

Reference ideas :

Argument

* Suffering from diseases, flooding, famine.
* Ought to help them.
Send food, clothes, money.

Show sympathy in the spirit of fraternity.

&

Rendering help is humane.

Counter-argument
* How to help?

We have our own problems.

* We can’t sacrifice ourselves.

Suggested words and phrases
disaster X
calamity KM, FE¥FH#

famine due to crop failure %7t

victims of a natural calamity XK
condition of a disaster % ¥
earthquake-stricken area #E K X
drought-stricken area F R K
flooded area 7&K ¥ X

severely afflicted area ®E R

natural

Give them technical, agricultural, health education.
Help them develop their economy—a radical cure.
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sense of humanity A3 F X ¥4
render help % T W B

radical cure 1R

stay with folded arms # F & 7%
indifferent response K 57 4%
relief workers K A R

Reference reading

Many people may be afflicted with natural disasters such as
flooding, famine, drought or starvation. Should the rich and bet-
ter-off people extend their help to those unfortunate victims?

Personally, I see the importance of addressing three crucial
questions here. Why should help be given? When should help be
given? How is help really to be given?

The knowledge of numerous suffering people from various
problems do affect us emotionally. Qur sense of humanity and sym-
pathy is the basis of rendering help to such unfortunate people.
Naturally speaking, we do not wish to hear or witness great increase
in the victims of calamities. Thus, we are moved to put our sympa-
thy into action in thinking of ways to help instead of staying where
we are with folded arms and indifferent response.

However, when should help be rendered? It should be rendered
only when the helpers are convinced of the need to meet the prob-
lems. This is often easily achieved when their own needs have been
met or are being met. Thus, if their own problems are not solved, it
is less effective to consider solving other people’s problems without
running the risk ol sacrificing themselves.

How should help be given? There are many ways of doing this.

We can send relief workers into the problem areas like doctors,
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nurses, technictans or workers. This is a form of rendering profes-
sional help. Other practical forms of help include collecting and
sending food and clothes into these areas. These useful items will
serve their purposes very well in the absence of corrupted officials.
A far more important way is providing them with technical, agri-
cultural and health education. This will definitely be a more costly
involvement but it is effective in building up their economy or

developing it for their future survival.

Topic 4 Advantages of having similar and
different friends
R—EARRFo 3 XK EIEFA

Reference ideas

Argument

* Feel a sense of strength.

* Share happiness and sufferings.
* Encouragement.

* Increase confidence.

¢ Maintain mutual trust.

* Avoid potential friction.

= Warmih and laughter.

Counter-argument
* Equally advantageous.

¢ Broaden one’s world outlook.
e Different friends—a real treasure.

» Reinforce one’ s belief,
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* Lead to more adventures and new career opportunities.
¢ Show one new avenues in tife.

* Help overcome difficulties.

Suggested words and phrases
friendship—an eternal theme in human life
KE—AX4E ok E R
true friends 3 IE & B &
be surrounded by friends (4 F &)X ¥+
friends in trouble HBR2Z X
assistance and encouragement ¥ By f & i
bosom friends # € '
in frequent contact with ZH &M
choose friends wisely BAEHF X
treasure friendship ¥ X if
a friend in need is a friends indeed
BRYOPAZRENRA

Reference Reading
It is vniversally known that friendship is one of the eternal

themes in the literature of all languages. This is because human be-
ings were born to need the warmth and laughter of friends. Indeed,
people, old and young, male and female, at work or at leisure, un-
surprisingly or unexpectedly, are meeting new people and making
new friends every day. However, it is impossible for us to make
friends with everybody. We have to choose true friends. Some of us
like similar friends, while others different friends. Personally, 1
prefer both.

It goes without saying that having similar friends has many ad-
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vantages. We can feel a sense of strength when we have a group of
old friends who would share our sufferings and happiness. Natural-
ly, anybody with an ambition in life, either to become an artist or
an engineer or a politician, will feel a special need to be surrounded
by friends whose assistance and encouragement will add to his confi-
dence. Moreover, old friends always know how to maintain mucual
trust and how to avoid potential friction. I always feel delighted
when I meet an old friend after a long departure. Immediately,
hearty laughter fills the atmosphere.

Nonetheless, I believe that a mixture of friends is equally ad-
vantageous. In the first place, frequent contact with different
friends broadens my world outlook. For instance, during my stay
abroad, | found it a real treasure to have foreign friends who often
helped me reinforce my beliefs that I had made at home. Secondly,
I find that different friends can not only lead to new adventures and
new career opportunities, but also show me new avenues in life,
which would otherwise be impossible with merely similar friends.
Thirdly, they can help me with whatever difficulties T encounter in
life. They are indeed my friends in need.

To conclude, [ prefer to have both types of friends and as many as
pessible. Of course, T will not forget to choose friends wisely.

Topic 5 How important is money?
BTHAEDEE?

Reference ideas :

Argument

* Source of happiness, e. g.
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Can buy everything: food, house, etc.
Pay the basic essentials of life.

No money, no medical care.

Tuition at the university.

Recreation and pleasure.

Travel during week-long holidays.

Penmless — helpless.

Counter-argument

Root of all evils, €. g.

Money — not really the road to happiness.

Overwork for more money at the cost of health, friendship
and enjoyment.

Friendship and love — more important than money.

Money — a means to an end, not the end itself.

Suggested words and phrases

medical care BT

karaoke -£3H OK

basic essentials of life &K% &L
tuition ¥ F

daily necessities B % 3 % &
scholarship ¥ ¥4
apartment N ﬁ

recreation %Sk, ¥

villa #{ 5

root of all evils # EHZ K
luxurions FEN,FHH
tourist attractions 3K #% A 4
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night club & ¥ &
work overtime w3 fm &

Reference reading

No one would argue, I think, that money is unimportant.

There are certain things that human beings need—food, shelter,
medical care—and these things cost money. But if one has enough
money to live on, to pay for the basic essentials of hife, is it impor-
tant to have a lot more money than that? Will your life improve in
proportion to the amount of money that you have?

Well, there is no denying that money can buy a lot. Maybe
you do not need much money to pay for a simple shelter, but how
about if you want a nice, big apartment in a nice neighbourhood, or
if you want to buy a house? In fact, people do get on each other’s
nerves if they are crowded together in a small kitchen, if a married
couple have to share a room with their parents, if children are not
allowed to have a little privacy of their own.

Moreover, it is nice to get a little pleasure out of life, a little
fun from time to time. Unfortunately, many of the fun things that
you can do today cost money. In modern cities, for example, on
any night, outstanding performers appear in night clubs and on
concert stages. Furthermore, you can dine on foods from every cor-
ner of the world in the restaurants. 80 how can it be that many peo-
ple in modern cities do not have fun? Simple. They do not have the
money to take advantage of all these attractions.

So. is money the road to happiness? Not really. Large numbers
of people work every day, work overtime, work weekends, and
make a lot of money. Are they happy? No. They have no time io

form or maintain friendship, no time to enjoy themselves.
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Surely everyone has thought at times, “If only I had a lot of

money, I would be the happiest person in the world.” But it is im-

portant to remember that money is only a means to an end, not the

end itself.

Topic 6 Do pop stars deserve high

rewards? FIiITEE B GENST?

Reference ideas :

Argument

Live a luxurious life.

* Jump to fame and a millionaire overnight.

Less contribution to society.

Low-taste performance.

Many lack real talent, even a knowledge of music.

Exert undesirable influence on society, often associated with
drug-taking, violence and sex.

Mass hysteria among the young.

Counter-argument

Would-be stars: few reach the top, many fail.
Run great risks.

Undergo painstaking training.

Make people’s life more colourful.

No songs, no life.

Many are talented.

Why not? Society always rewards top entertainers.
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Suggested words and phrases
style of living % 7 F &
envy ¥ &

idol (idolize v.)} (#&)HE®&
a handful of — /M3 4

crazy fans FIE By A

mass hysteria BFERMHEE

financial rewards £ 3 4 M

jump to fame &£

undesirable influence 7+ R ¥
low-taste performance R F Mok I R H

Reference reading

It seems that pop stars today enjoy a privileged style of living.
Wherever they go, thousands of people turn out to greet them. The
crowds go wild trying to catch a brief glimpse of their smiling,

colourfully-dressed idols. Stars are surrounded by their managers,
press-agents, and often by their bodyguards. Photographs of them
appear regularly in the press and all their comings and goings are
reported as stars are news. They must constantly avoid meeting
crazy fans, particularly teenagers who idolize them. Some people
say that stars are no longer private individuals, but public property.
The financial rewards they receive for this sacrifice is incalculable.

Is it right that the stars should be paid in this way? It’s all very
well for people engaged in many other professions to envy the suc-
cesses and rewards of these stars. However, those who make evious
remarks should remember that the most famous stars represent only
the tip of an iceberg. For every famous star, there are hundreds of
others struggling to earn a living. A man who atiempts to become a
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star i1s taking enormous risks. He knows at the outset that only a
handful of competitors ever get to the very top. He knows that years
of concentrated effort may be rewarded with complete failure. But
he knows that the rewards for successes are very high indeed and if

he achieves the goal, he certainly earns them.

Topic 7 Living in a large modern city or in

the country? (ML AT TR
4 £ F7?

Reference ideas :

Argument
* “Avoid rush-hours” : slogan of every large city.
* Trains packed, streets crowded, buses queued, traffic
jammexd.
* Unforeseeable events: power-cut, snowfall, rainfall.
¢ City-dwellers: unnatural way of life.
* Lose touch with nature.
* Expensive accommodation, high rents.
* Cost of living: high.
* Lack of security.

« Not fit to live in, man born for country.

Counter-argument

¢ Modern man too sophisticated for simple country pleasure.
* It’s enough to visit countryside at week-ends.
* Commuting — a small inconvenience only.

* Easily get adapted to noise and busy traffic.
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* A small minority of city-dwellers involved in crime and vio-
lence.

* Good to be near one’s friends, never cut off by weather
conditions.

* Life interesting, always have something 10 do, e. g.

* Life convenient, e.g.

¢ Services always better, e.g.

* More chances of employment, more opportunities to succeed

in life.

Suggested words and phrases

rush-hours & ¥ crime rate &

chaos R EL burgle &

power-cut B i cost of living 4 #% % Hl
city-dwellers 38 ¥ & K security K4

lose touch with T ## commute ER{ERE

at a premium ¥ §{ amenities 4 AWK E

Reference reading

“Avoid rush-hours” must be the slogan of large cities the world

over. Wherever you go, especially at week-ends or on holidays,
you’ Il find that the trains are packed, strects crowded, buses
queued, restaurant tables shared. Moreover, the smallest unforesee-
able event like a power-cut, an exceptionally heavy snowfall or
rainfall can bring about conditions of utter inconvenience and
chaos.

City-dwellers are obliged by their environment to adopt a whol-
ly unnatural way of life. They lose touch with nature and all the
simple, good things of life like sunshine and fresh air are at 2 pre-
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mium. Tall butldings block out the sun. Traffic fumes poliute the
atmosphere. The flow of traffic goes on unceasingly and the noise
never stops.

The funny thing about it all is that you pay dearly for the
“privilege” of living in a large modern city. The demand for ac-
commeodation is so great that it is often impossible for ordinary peo-
ple to buy a house/flat of their own. Furthermore, the cost of living
is very high. Just about everything you buy is likely to be more ex-
pensive than it would be in the country.

In addition, city-dwellers live under constant threat. The
crime rate in most cities is very high. Houses are often burgled.
Cities breed crime and violence and are full of places you would be
afraid to visit at night. If you think about it, they are not really fit
to live in at all. Can anyone really doubt that the country is what

man was born for and where he truly belongs?

Topic 8 Women are exploited by new fash-
ions in clothing Bk &¥etReSHPAY

Reference ideas :

* Most men have resisted fashion, but not women.

* Top designers in Paris and London lay down law, women
obey the law.

* Women mercilessly exploited, they are not to blame.

» Afraid to be seen in public in old-fashioned clothes.

* Blackmailed by designers, big stores.

* New clothes discarded, wardrobe fuil, but nothing to

WEar.,
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Women waste money, throw away new clothes, waste
time.

Designers not interested in warmth, comfort, durability
of clothes.

Interested only in outward appearance.

Women fickle, unstable; men stable, reliabie.

Counter argument

Fashion adds spice to life: colour, variety, beauty.
Women follow fashion to please themselves and men.

The world a dull place if women always wore the same
clothes.

Mass production makes well designed clothes cheap, avail-
able to everyone.

Men are now conscious of fashion, too: hair style, shirts,
suits, shoes, etc.

Fashions provide more employment, e. g. sheep farmers,
textile mills, stores, designers, etc.

Industrial research being premoted: new materials, nylon,
rayon, terylene, eic.

More import-export business, important to world trade.
Psychological importance of being well-dressed, build self-
confidence.

Fashion contributes a great deal to society.

Suggested words and phrases

commercial exploitation 7 4 #| |
top designers  TH 4 3% it |
style of dress R 3% A #
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mercilessly exploited T i #| #|

discard WF

throw away {0

wardrobe R 1E

deliberate creation of waste # % 4| & B
afford to buy ER &£

warmth, comfort, durability B8, § &, #F
outward appearance %

fickle and unstable T3E,%%

fashion show B3 &%
Fashions come and go quickly B & B LR,

Relerence reading

Over the years, the great majority of men have successfully re-

sisted all attempts to make them change their style of dress. The
same cannot be said of women. Each year a few so called “top de-
signers” in Paris and London lay down the law and women the
whole world over rush to obey. This year, they decide in their arbi-
trary fashion, skirts will be short and waists will be high; zips are
in and buttons are out. Next year the law is reversed and far from
taking exception, no one is even mildly surprised.

If women are mercilessly exploited year after year, they have
only themselves to blame, because they are afraid of the thought of
being seen in public in clothes that are out of fashion. They are an-
nually blackmailed by the designers and the big stores. Clothes
which have been worn only a few times have to be discarded because
of old fashion. When you come to think of it, only a woman is ca-
pable of standing in front of 2 wardrobe packed full of clothes and

announcing that she has nothing to wear.
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Changing fashions are nothing more than the deliberate cre-
ationt of waste. Many women spend vast sums of money each year to
replace clothes that have hardly been worn. Women who cannot af-
ford to discard clothing in this way, waste hours of their time alter-
ing the dresses they have.

Fashion designers are rarely concerned with vital things like
warmth, comfort and durability. They are only interested in out-
ward appearance and they take advantage of the fact that women
will put up with any amount of discomfort, providing they look
right.

When comparing men and women in the matter of fashion, the
conclusion to be drawn is obvious. Do the constantly changing fash-
ion of women’s clothes reflect basic qualities of fickieness and insta-
bility? Do men’s unchanging styles of dress reflect basic qualities of
stability and reliability? This is for you to decide.

Topic 8 1s TV a plus or a minus?
£ MEF T F7

Reference ideas :

Argument

* Beginning to forget what we did before television, €. g.
hobbies, entertainment, outside amusements, etc.

* Used to read books, listen to music and broadcast talks, go
to theatres and cinemas, etc.

* Free time now regulated by TV,

* Whole generations growing up addicted to TV,

* Children exposed to rubbishy commercials, violence, etc.
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World becomes a village, depending on pictures and words.
Passive enjoyment; second experiences.

Cut off from real world.

Become lazy, glued to seats instead of going out.
Television totally irrelevant to real living, e. g. holiday,

natural surroundings, etc.

Counter-argument

»

Nobody imposes TV on you. H you don’t like it, don’t buy
it or switch it off.

We are free to enjoy all kinds of pleasures.

If you boast you don’t watch TV, it’s like you are hoasting
you don’t read books.

Must watch to keep well-informed.

Considerable variety of programmes, free selection.
Continuous cheap source of information and entertainment.
Enonmous possibilities for education, e.g. adult education, lan-
guage teaching, specialized subjects, close-circurt TV, etc.
Provide outlet for creative talents: play wrights, actors,
singers, etc.

TV is a unifying force in the world.

Suggested words and phrases

be addicted to TV  JL# T @41

be exposed to rubbishy programmes WHIL-LAMK T E
passive enjoyment 27 #7947 &

become Yazy K AMTE

stay glued to seats E % # T 7% 3}

irrelevant to real world 5 HE#F L X
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primitive media of communication JR % #7 2 B §E K
sit in semi-darkness 7 ¥ B ¥ 2

keep us well-informed & & R i

a variety of programmes R FHW T H

cheap source of information B B9 15 & E K
close -circuit TV~ Hj 8 8. 3

adwlt education BARFE

specialized subjects % #M (¥ H)

animal world B fr it R

home and international news & K & I7 &
language teaching ¥ EHH

around the world % & H,

Reference reading

T'V is not only a convenient and cheap service of entertain-

ment, but also a splendid mass medium of communication. People
only have to pay once to buy a TV set, then they can sit at home
enjoying the items on TV. All they have to do is to push a button or
turn a knob, and they can see plays, films, operas and shows of
every kind. TV keeps us well informed about the current events at
home and abroad and the latest development in science and technol-
ogy. The most distant countries and the strangest customs are
brought right into our room. On TV everything is much more living
and much more real. As a matter of fact, it has become so much a
part of human life that a modern world without television is un-
imaginable. Some people even say that life without television is not
worth living.

“But what did we use to do before there was television?” one

may ask. In fact, television hasn’t been with us all that long, but
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we are already beginning to forget what the world was like without
it. Before we admitted the one-eyed monster into our homes, we
never found it difficult t occupy our spare time. We used to enjoy
civilised pleasures all the same. For instance, we used to visit
friends, we used to go to theatres, cinemas, restaurants and sport-
ing events, we used to read books and listen to music.

Nowadays, whole generations are growing up addicted to the
telly. Food i1s left uneaten, homework undone and sleep is lost. Ev-
ery day, television consumes vast quantities of creative work. When
millions watch the same programmes, the whole world becomes a
village. We become utterly dependent on the two most primitive
media of communication: pictures and spoken words.

In addition, television encourages passive enjoyment. We get
so lazy, we choose to spend a fine day in semi-darkness, glued to
our seats, rather than go out into the world itself. So, television
may be a splendid medium of communication, but it prevents us

from communicating with each other.

Topic 10 Some students think studying in
a university is worthwhile only
because they can get a degree.
Do you qagree or disagree with
this statement? A ##¥IJRHpHK
g b AL

Reference ideas :

Argument

* We certainly need a degree at the university.
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* Difficult to find a job without a degree.
* Academic degree represents one’s academic level.
* Academic degree motivates one’ s studies.

* Academic degree has its social and economic value.

Counter-argument

* Achieving a degree is not the sole aim at the university.

* Degree-motivation attitude too narrow towards studies.

* Should be conscious of the worth of learning.

* Alot of things to do at the university, €. g., to pursue new
ideas, to meet brilliant professors, to form campus friend-
ship, to read good books, etc.

* Shoutld shift from career-oriented motivation 10 vocation-or-
iented motivation.

Suggested words and phrases
academic degree F 1L
sole aim *E-H W
motivation 1 #
golden opportunities % 4 &t #l
social and economic value #H 2
pursuit if K
be rooted in WF & T
vocation-oriented 4t £ ( B 1)
career-oriented R 3k (B BY)
certificate 3f ¥

Reference reading

The surprising fact that I discovered during my first year at the
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university was that quite a big number of students were solely moti-
vated by the academic degree they would obtain upon graduation.
Certainly, I would not go anywhere near so far as to doubt the so-
cial and economic value that a degree would bring to students in fu-
ture. However, 1 deemn it tco narrow for students to maintain this
kind of attitude towards their studies.

Indeed, if a student does not understand his responsibilities to-
wards his fellow men and does not know there is something greater
than himself, he 15, | dare say, not conscious of the worth of learn-
ing and, as a result, his desire for academic recognition can be de-
structive.

In my mind, university life contains many enjoyable things,
such as new ideas, good books and brilliant people. And the pursuit
of new ideas, the reading of good books and the campus friendship
require 2 student’ s complete devotion but will shine in his whole
life.

Probably this tendency is rooted in the vocation-oriented and
the career-oriented motivation. If a student discovers his vocation,
he finds a life-time pleasure in pursuing his profession. By contrast,
a career-oriented student tends to take the academic certificate as an
only means to preferment.

In conclusion, the university provides students with many gold-
en opportunities, getting a degree being one of them. The challenge
of new ideas, the leisure to read and the chance to meet people are

equally important. Anyway, a broad mind adds so much to the val-
ue of a degree.
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Topic 11 Should young people always re-

spect and obey those older than

themselves? FA2 A DL Sk iE B 8 Fo
JR N EL 1 0T E 5 65 A 0B 7

Reference ideas :

Argument

Should always respect and obey them.

Seniority in age.

More experienced.

Have witnessed the coming and going of generations.
Should always seek advice from them.

Chinese tradition.

Good virtue for young people.

Young people immature, impulsive and naive.

Counter-argument

L ]

]

Not necessary to always respect and obey them.

Senior people’s advice may not be always correct.

Senior people have their own limitations, may maintain
prejudices, e. g.

Should think independently.

Individualism important.

New century, new way of thinking.

Respect, yes; obey, no.

Suggested words and phrases

senior people K #
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siblings JULAH i

respect and obedience B & 0 K A\
witness the coming and going of generations
H ek LA B R L

much more experienced EFZE
show sincerity ¥U il &

remain controversial & 4
maintain prejudices 38 R 1L

way of thinking B #8F &
immature & #

impulsive % 3

naive XX

individualism %

blind obedience H B R M

think independently 4 3r &%

Reference reading
Should young people always respect and obey those older than

themselves in all circumstances? In my opinion, respect and obedi-
ence do not necessarily go hand in hand ali the time.

In my context, people who are older than me should be my
parents, older siblings, teachers, relatives and others, who started
life earlier than I and have seen the coming and going of generations
and are therefore much more experienced. In view of their seniority
in age and rich experiences, they do deserve our respect.

Responding our senior is the basic expression of politeness, such
as greeting them, helping them do anything within our capactty and
seeking advice from them in making decisions in life. Such response

from us in an expression of love, too. The seniors, being assured of
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our sincerity, will be most happy and contented.

However, whether young people should always obey the seniors
remains controversial. Before responding, I think it is helpful to
ask: Is the advice or desire given morally right? Is it encouraging
me to act against my own will? Is it given based on prejudices? 1 am
convinced that young people should not simply obey without think-
ing, because blind obedience only confirms how immature, impul-
sive and naive we are.

To conclude, it is necessary to respect the seniors, however, to
obey them at all times is questionable. As goes the saying “Think
before you act.” 1 am sure that every mature youth will discern

what is right and what is wrong before responding wisely.

Topic 12 Parents are too permissive with

their children nowadays 3% 4 5
it F iR F %

Reference ideas ;

Argument
* Psychologists think a child’ s happiness important, neglect

parents,
* Love, yes, but excessive permissiveness harmful.
* Psychologists undermined parents’ confidence in authority.
* Bombarded with child-care books, articles, etc. parents at a
loss what to do.
* Regulate lives according to children’s needs.

* Lax authority, adolescent rebellion more violent.

Juvenile delinquency, ¢. g.
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Dividing-line, permissiveness and negligence very fine.

Counter-argument

If parents err today in bringing up children, they err on the
right side.

Child-care manuals sensible and practical.

Of course love is all important.

Love and care is not the same as permissiveness and negli-
gence.

No one would defend parental laxity.

We are not concerned with delinquent children.

“Children today: healthy in body and mind and develop

more quickly than previous generation.
Would soon gain independence from parents and grow up to

be mature.

Suggestied words and phrases

traditional child education & & LEXK T
pank 3TRHK

establish authority 3 3L B
traumatic experience R HENE R
go to extremes & 4g

undermine confidence H #fE0
publicize Ef

regulate W ¥

offspring  F % 1]

lax authority W HHERE

adolescent rebellion # 2 ¥ K, K
excessive permissiveness it A E
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negligence BRE T HR
juvenile delinquency H A ERE

Reference reading
Today, tew people would defend the traditional attitude to

children. If you recall what happened in old days, you would be as-
tonished at the severe and strict education for children, for in-
stance, children were to be seen and not heard, old-fashioned pank-
ing was common punishment for children. As a result, while the
parents thus established their own authority, the poor children
would never recover from the dreadful traumatic experience when
they grew up.

However, as you know, things often go to extremes. Nowa-
days, psychologists have succeeded in undermining parents’ confi-
dence in their own authority. Countless articles 1n magazines and
newspapers and TV programmes publicize child care. With so much
over-enthusiastic advice flying about, mum and dad just don’t know
what to do any more. In the end, they do nothing.

So from early childhood, the kids are in charge and parents’
lives are regulated according to the needs of their offspring. When
the little dears develop into teenagers, they take complete control.
Lax authority over the years makes adolescent rebellion against
parents all the more violent. If the young people are going to have a
party, for example, parents are asked to leave the house. Their
presence merely spoils the fun. What else can the poor parents do
but obey?

Certainly a child needs love, and a lot of it. But the excessive
permissiveness of modern parents is surely doing more harm than

good. The spread of juvenile delinquency is largely due to parental
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laxity. Mother, believing that little Baobao can look after himself,

1s not at home when he returns from school, so little Baobao roams

the streets. The deviding-line between permissiveness and sheer neg-

ligence is very fine indeed.

Topic 13 Publications should be censored

& W59 B R R

Reference ideas :

Argument

If you are a parent, would you let your child read any book
or see any film without censoring it yourself? Yes: permis-
sive or irresponsible. No: exercising your right as a parent.
Not all adults mature enough to decide what is good or what
1s bad.

Censorship good for society as a whole.

Censorship is like the law.

A vast quantity of books, films and other publications are
not works of art.

Unscrupulous people produce pornographic publications in
the name of art to exploit pornographic market.

Tendency to equate “artistic” and “pornographic”.
Censorship prevents profits from corrupting minds of oth-

£rs.

Counter-argument

Parents protecting children not relevant to the argument.

Books, films, plays should be considered under common
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law, not under special censorship law.

* Censorship limits and controls the way people think and
feel.

= Not consistent with the ideas of democracy.

* Censorship does not prevent pornography; market always
exists.

* Any publication or film offensive to decency would still be
liable to prosecution without censorship.

* Censors do not distinguish between “works of art” and oth-
ers.

* Banning books, etc. has the effect of drawing attention to
them and vastly increasing sales.

Suggested words and phrases
censor (ship) W &#(FH)
in the position of i & 4L H
plain completely irresponsible T # &
exercise right T8 X f
undesirable influences T B ¥
It is another thing with adults #*REAXRRMNER -BHF
get a licence /I #AATIE
in the name of “art” B EARHE X
corrupt the minds of others 8§ 4t 7| A By &4
for the good of H T o= A 2
confine our attention to JEE A MR T
masterpieces of genuine art ¥ IE 8 ¥ A K1
the bulk of publications A% I R
unscrupulous people 3% 2 4

pornography (ic) #&(#)
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laws relaxed MR
chaos BHE,

Reference reading
Suppose you are in the position of a parent. Would you allow

your children to read any book or see any film they wanted to with-
out first checking its content or finding out whether it is suitable for
them? If your answer to the question is “yes”, then you are cither
extremely permissive or just plain ircesponsible. If your answer is
“no”, then you are exercising your right as a parent to protect your
children from what you consider to be undesirable influences. In
other words, by acting as a censor yourself, you are admitting that
there is a strong case for censorship.

Perhaps you will say that children need protection and it is the
parents’ responsibility to provide it. But with adults, it is another
thing. Of course many adults can decide what is good and what is
bad, but not all of them can do so. Censorship is for the good of so-
ciety as a whole. Just imagine what chaos there would be if we lived
in a society without laws! Like the law, censorship contributes to
the common good.

Moreover, when discussing censorship, we should not confine
our attention to great masterpieces of genuine art, but should con-
sider the vast numbers of publications and films which make up the
bulk of the entertainment industry. When censorship laws are re-
laxed, unscrupulous people are given a licence to produce virtually
anything in the name of “art”, but actually are very far from being
works of art. There is a tendency to equate “artistic” with “porno-
graphic’. The vast market for pornography would rapidly be ex-
ploited. One of the great things that censorship does is to prevent
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certain people from making fat profits by corrupting the minds of

others.

Topic 14 Dangerous sports should be

banned .k B IRe5iE5H

Reference ideas :

Argument

Arena slaughter in the Roman Empire as entertainment.
Modern people less bloodthirsty?

Barbarous sports: boxing matches, racing cars crashing,
etc.

Participants for rewards

Spectators pay to see violence

Must ban violent sports: uncivilized

Man has been trying for centuries to improve spiritually and
emotionally, e. g.

Tremendous changes in science and technology, etc.

21st century, should be more civilized

Ban dangerous sports, improve mankind, degrade violence

Counter-argument

Who is to decide which sports are violent and dangerous?
Football match, deep-sea diving dangerous?

Nearly all sports thrilling to watch.

Car-racing explores limits of human skills and endurance.
Watching boxing matches: an emotional outlet.

Barbaric practices of the past nothing to do with modern
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sports.
* There are elements of danger in all sports.

* Supreme tests of human skill, universal enjoyment.

Suggested words and phrases
Roman arena # F H#E i
violence £%
slaughter B &
bull-fight 3 4
participants and spectators 5 & 5 WA
deep-sea diving B #E# K
football match B R %
racing car ®¥
uncivilized 7 X ®
improve spiritually and emotionally
EReAK LAIRE
social welfare system #HSBARE
tremendous progress in science and technology
HEfE RYEXHRF
round [ 4
high reward 7 33 M
barbaric 5 % #

Reference reading

When we speak of the ancient Romans, we can’t help thrilling

at the slaughter in their arenas which they took as entertainment.
Well, any way, this happened 2000 years ago. But are modern peo-
ple less blood-thirsty? Why do boxing matches attract such universal
interest? Don’ t the spectators hope to see some violence? Human be-
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ings remain as blood-thirsty as ever they were. The only difference
between modern people and the Romans is that while they were hon-
est enough to admit that they enjoyed watching hungry lions tearing
people apart and eating them alive, we find all sorts of sophisticated
arguments to defend sports which should have been banned long
ago, sports which are quite as barbarous as the killing in the Roman
arena.

It really is incredible that in this age we should still allow hunt-
ing or bull-fighting, that we should be prepared to sit back and
watch two men fight each other in a boxing ring, that we should be
relatively unmoved by the sight of one or a number of racing cars
crashing and bursting into flames. People take part in violent sports
because of the high rewards they bring. Spectators are willing to
pay vast sums of money to see violence. A lot of people are disap-
pointed 1f a big fight is over in two rounds instead of fifteen just be-
cause they have been deprived of the exquisite pleasure of witnessing
prolonged torture and violence.

Why should we ban violent sports since people enjoy them so
much? The answer is simple: they are uncivilized. For centuries
man has been trying to improve himself spiritually and emotionally
and this is the 21st century. Tremendous progress has been made in
science and technology, social welfare systems are in operation in
many parts of the world, and big efforts have been made to increase
public wealth. These changes have come about because human be-
ings have taken positive steps to change and improve human civiliza-
tion. If we banned dangerous and violent sports, we would be mov-
ing one step further to improving mankind.
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Topic 15 Advertisements exert too great

an Influence on our daily lives
JTEZF AN B R EFEBmEX

Reference ideas :

Argument

L ]

»

The aim behind: to enrich business.
Misguide people.

Take advantage of human weakness.
Hard logic.

Often cheating.

Bombardment—waste time and money.

Many ads low-quality, low-taste.

Counter-argument

Pass information which would otherwise remain unknown.
Prosper economy.

Stimulate consumption.

Activate market.

Give enjoyment.

Test with ability to reason.

Provide variety.

Benefit mass med:a institations.

Suggested words and phrases

enrich business 1% 3 ¥ ¥
tamper & W, W&
ability to reason ¥ &
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promote sales % #j

emotion &

prosper economy 3 £

hard logic 4% ¥ #

take advantage of |

warrant  RiE, R A

subconscious  # & iR

activate market #7E W 3

cigarette and alcohol ads FWEFF ) &
misguide people & % A 1]

influenced by ads unconsciously F B M EBH) LN E%H

Reference reading
Advertisements seek to influence our decisions and tell us what

to do with the usual aim behind them being to enrich some business.
If we think about it, we see that one of the greatest achievements of
hurman mind is our ability to reason. Men who do not reason are
those who are likely to make decisions based on emotions. We go
through life constantly struggling between these two faculties. In a
weaker man, emotion dominates and in a stronger man reason domi-
nates.

Advertisements — at least most of them — thrive on the
premise that men are more emotional than reasonable. Most ads ap-
peal to emotion, though often times the emotional appeals are coated
with witty words but with seemingly hard logic. If we think of it,
deeply enough there is hardly an ad that appeals to reason. A wom-
an takes a stained clothing item to a smartly dressed man who then
washes the stain away with miracle soap. The immediate response

from the woran is that the soap 1s indeed superior to all others. The
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rule of logic broken here is so loud that it shouts at us: It is unwar-
ranted generalization to conclude anything after a single applica-
tion. Any thoughtful person will disagree with the claim, but that
product sells better than a lot of others which are just as good. The
reason is that we are being influenced at the subconscious level. The
next time we go to the supermarket, the brand we will pay attention
immediately to is the brand we saw advertised. In this way, we
have been persuaded by emotions to buy something.

In the above example, no real harm is done, but in general,
ads do influence us much more than they should. We see hundreds
of products for which there is no real need in our lives, but we buy
themm—usually after having made the decision unconsciously. What
is worse 15 that even harmful products are advertised in this way.
Cigarette ads are banned in most countries, but strangely enough,
alcohol ads are so popular, and even more interesting. [t seems that
almost everyone suspends reason and gets influenced by advertise-
ments. Indeed this shows what power advertisements have over all
of us. Since they actually tamper with our ability to reason, they

certainly exert too great an influence on us.

5. More topics for practice Z#&

Conceive ideas that might be included in the discussion/de-
bate and then list them below.
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Topic 16  The only thing people are inter-
ested in today is earning more
money MAEAMR XD

Argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 17 Job-hopping i

Argument ideas
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
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Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Topic 18 Part-time jobs for students
SAEITIT

Argument ideas
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)

(3}

(4)

(5)
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Topic 19 Would you like to live close to
where you work or in the same

building? st L8R R 3 Fl—HRik
B E{Efo L7

Argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
{(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 20 Living in a high-rise building
15 B85

Argument ideas
(1)

(2)
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(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 21 Which form of transport do you
preter for long distance jour-
neys: train, car, or ship? ik
MITERLE NEXEM?

Argument ideas
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)
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(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 22  The advantages and disoadvan-

tages of traveliing by air
ETIMHMH R A

Argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
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Topic 23 1If you could choose, in which
country would you like to live

and why? ko RAEX % (R B3
WEH, ot a?

Argument ideas
1
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 24 Health and wealth, which do you
prefer? #ESEHE,(RERBAN?

Argument ideas
(1)

(2)
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(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 25 People today are selfish and
greedy, do you agree? 4 A
MatfoR it MBEDR?

Argument ideas
(1
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
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(4)

(5)

Topic 26

Playing a game is fun only when
you win. Do you agree or dis-

agree with this statement?
LR T R, IR T

Argument ideas

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Counter-argument ideas

(1}

(2)

(3)

(4}

(5)
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Topic 27 Do you like to buy books to read
or to borrow books from libraries

or from other people?
MEXRLPEFEERBE?

Argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-arqument ideas
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(3)

Topic 28 Advantages and disadvantages
of getting a loan from the bank

for yvour studies BriprikeoFin

Argument ideas
(1)
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(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 29 The pros and cons of owning a
car AFFEHIE

Argument ideas
(1)

(2}
(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
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(4)
(5)

Topic 30 The pros and cons of living,
studying or working in a for-
eign country #sBEEF HFIHT
TEESF %

Argument ideas
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 31 Traffic laws and prevention of

accidents iR nYFeo Wik pr.t
Argument ideas
(1)
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Counter-argument ideas
(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(3)




STEP SEVEN Free Talk—Speak-
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Giving a free talk, the speaker must speak in front of an audi-
ence. There are occasions in the life of everyone when the ahility to
address an audience effectively is highly advantageous. Read the fol-

lowing before starting the activity.

1. Requirements EX

* Time duration: 3—5 minutes for each volunteer.

2. Procedure 7F

* Briefly introduce yourself (name, university, major,
etc. )

* The organizer, usually the teacher, takes control of the ac-
tivity.

3. Suggestions &K

I . Appearance of the speaker 1%

* Neatly and appropriately dressed.

* Assume an air of dignity and poise.

* Look at the audience without special attention to individu-
als.

* Notes should be written on small cards so as not to attract

the attention of the audience while glancing at them.
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II. Voice =i8

Use natural tones and speak loud enough to be heard dis-
tinctly by all.

The wvoice should be well modulated with no tendency to-
wards monotonous singsong.

Every word should be pronounced correctly and clearly.

. Language =

Use good language in speaking before an audience.
In the less formal type of talk, use a style less dignified and
precise.

Possess adequate vocabulary, common sense and tact.

V. Preparation #&&

Every part of the talk should be appropriate to its purpose,
the occasion and the audience.
Do not memorize the address but carefully outline it in notes

which include an introduction, main message, and conclu-

sion.

V. Delivery =

Be sure to make a forceful beginning.
Never begin a talk with an apology.
Jokes and humours should be used appropriately.



160 EKidoig~®

* Be sincere and enthusiastic.

* Verbal fillers or voiced silence refer to words, phrases, and
sometimes just noises like “er” which do not contribute
much, if anything, to the new information content of an
utierance but perform several valuable functions in speech.

(1) er, m, oh, ah, and, say, now, well, yes, o. k., all
right, you see, you know, I mean, etc. which may convey hesita-
tion, meditation, promise, protest, sympathy, approval, under-
standing, and so on.

(2) I'm afraid, I would assume, I would say, as I said, gen-
erally speaking, all in all, in the final analysis, presumably, defi-
nitely, actually, etc. which may express personal opinions and
comments.

(3) a sort of, a kind of, what do you call it, what we call,
etc. which actuaily have no meaning at all.

Notice, too much use of such words or expressions will affect
the clarity and smoothness of your speech.

* Be sure 1o stop promptly when the message is ended.

A PATTERNED PLAN FOR A FREE TALK

Choose an appropriate topic, a topic
YOU are interested in or famitiar with.

\

FPrepare an outline and conceive ideas
10 be included in the outline.

¥
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¢

Pick up words and phrases that, may
be used In your talk.

'

nciude examples, humours or mottoes
in your speech, if any.

¢
Adjust your tones.
¢
Oeliver the talk.
V

Express thanks to the audience when
you end your talk.

4. Practice &

The importance of punctuality
Calod-o & N1

Qutline
* The meaning of punctuality.
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* The bad result of unpunctuality.
* How to cultivate punciuality.

* Punctuality as second nature.

Good morning, dear friends. My name is Li Ping. I am from
Dong Fang University. 1 major in computer science. I like English
very much and [ often take part in extra-curriculum activities on the
campus. 1'm interested in spoken English and am learning to talk in
English in public. The topic of my speech is The Importance of
Punctuality .

To begin with, punctuality, in my mind, means chserving reg-
ular or appointed time. Er, if a man who gets up at seven o’ clock
every morning, he is punctual. If he has promised to call on a
friend at five o’ clock in the afterncon and actually does so at that
hour, he is also punctual.

Well, punctuality is a good habit, and unpunctuality a bad
one. A few minutes’ delay, say, may not be a serious matter, but it
may have bad results. As you know, getting up five minutes later
than usual may upset the plan of the day. And calling on a friend
five minutes later than the appointed time, 1’ m afraid, may cause
him some, er, unexpected trouble. Generally speaking, habitual
unpunctuality leads to indolence and even failure in life. One delay
after another makes a man unable to exert himself. It also proves
that he is, well, untrustworthy.

Those who are unpunctual should try their best to get rid of
their bad habit. In doing this, they should avoid making any kind
of exception. They should never say to themselves: “A few minutes’
delay does not matter this time. I shall never be unpunctual again. ”
Those who think in this way will find excuses to cultivate the good
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habit.
So, like all other good habits, punctuality, I would say, has
become second nature with those who have duly cultivated it.

That’s the end of my speech. Thank you for attention.

Topic 1 Describe New Year celebrations
in your country L&

Qutline
* New year blessings.
Abundant food.

Fireworks in the suburbs.

-

Busy shopping.
* Visits.

Topic 2 Your adventures when vou first
visited a big city s imee

Qutline

My first visit to Shanghai.

Got lost.

Unable to find a hotel.

* Language problem, e. g. when and where to get off the

bus.
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Topic 3 Public festivals in your country
TR{ITE Redb¥ e B

Qutline
* National Day.
* May Day. v
* Mid-autumn Festival.

* Spring Festival.
Topic 4 My ideal #HghRim

Quitline
* Ideal in a broad sense.
* My ideal.
* My determination to achieve my ideal.

Topic 5 Supermarket—a convenient shop-
ping area feF—FEHMB KX

Qutline
* Big vaneties of goods, e.g. food and drinks, daily articles,
etc.
* Convenience.

* Easy shopping environment.

+ Good service.
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Topic 6 My hometown #esEg &

QOutline
¢+ Location.
Climate.

-

Scemic attractions.

Local products and flavours.

Developing rapidly.

Topic 7 The music you enjoy listening to
B RGHET R

Qutline
* Classic music.
* Master composers, ¢.g. Beethoven, Strauss, Mozart, etc.

* Typical masterpieces, e.g. symphony, solo, concerto, etc.

Topic 8 Environmental concerns in the

city where you live {EAiEsF oy
TR AR R

Outline
* Various kinds of pollution.
» Affect the city appearance.

* Suggestions for overcoming pollution.
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Topic 9 Educotion system in Ghina
SlFACE - )

Qutline
* Primary schools,
Middle schools.

Professional middle schools.

*

»

Universities and colleges.

* Degree system.

Topic 10 The causes and effects of traf-

fic jams in mgjor cities
RFE A ZMEROSHEAR

Qutline

More bikes, motor-cycles, nowadays more cars.

Sidewalk restaurants.
Rush hour.

Violation of traffic laws.

* Suggestions.

5. More topics #3&

Prepare an outline by yourself before delivery.
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Topic 11 The importance of video and

television in education
BILERAHER

Qutline
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 12 My family #eRE

Qutline
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 13 A problem facing modern youth
B =5 2T eh— -~ Jel M

Qutline
(1)
(2)
(3)




168 gD

(4)
(5)

Topic 14 The advantages of collecting
Ui ¥ &5 3F &b

Outline
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 15 The problem of population explo-
sSion  ADMEYE/OIA

Qutline
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 16 How to take an exam  #efF Ak

Outline
(1)
(2)
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(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 17 The most popular sport in your
country MRINMBEHEERGEFTS

Qutline
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4}
(5)

Topic 18 The decline of small businesses

o B2 e iz g5 13 A

Qutline
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
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Topic 19 My experience of learning Eng-
lish HKHBIJEFeHER

Qutline
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Topic 20 My reasons for taking TOEFL/
[ELTS/CET-SET #bhTiXiiE/
ME/AHBIFTOBEK

Qutline
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
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AFEREABT BWE N AT R
i H W, BF K ¥ X% o i F &K (CET-
SET), f#t %% & (IELTS) A & £ R @ X,
WA R R R T RRIX UM IR 69 Bk
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X, 15 8] 4 9 2 K99 B &Y,
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Of all the spoken English tests, CET-SET (College English
Test-Spoken English Test), IELTS ( Intemational English Lan-
guage Testing System) and job interviews are the most popular in
our country. This unit gives an introduction to these three types of
tests respectively.

1. CET-SET AZEEEZEER

1. @ @85 RK0ES RS i ME i+

KERBN AEEROBEEAMNBERGREFEASZ N
A KEFEN ASEFRANER, CER\BRELEN NEER
EHEHRERMETS TR E NERKE SO TR EHAER
KA,

KEHEN ARHEXODEELBFLETER,S4BES He
11 AP RIZET, BREE 9 TEATREELA . 2BXKF
BN ARERAZRASESHUERG, RELE FERTR
SIEE, WA ST, A R AT LIBE E R R
EEHE SR HRaEmEL,

. #FFEFX

W AFERADEERNEHREPAEEEF IR . ZAFES
n, B2 20 k. b =8 A&

B-HIEEEWEEI, B uYEE—TEENE
RAB, BEWREEEHEARFHINMHRE, RB, EEXNGAFE
4 — P (A, P i 0 )RS AR 38 B8 U0 % o M A5 BRI A , 4800 % A ] &
— A8, WEL S ok,
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BoBAREBANESR T, TREESEHEFEETER
MOk RENBEN, UREAGR ERER . S5 TR RMHFTH
RF RS, THRMBMEERUXFREARFEIR
HARER LFEES I W, REERBASERFAELKE
LSMmAT. WE, EXBREEREZSHAE, RRED
wB A, DB -HE R, RS 10 54,

BEWoREIFAREEUA - FREFERND LTRE
1o BYIR1 S5 25b,

EH e 1
Ml S 2

M. #=As

#HEHE

CET-SET I ERFES 5 AREAMN O LTk, HiE 56
NERIEBEEZAPHERAHATNE . BAFTEREMNESIEE
MESE(RFREHFRRIPCHAAS Y, UTHEIEFHTZE
HP T ESHERARS.

iR R

A&, A48, S G &, MBI E, B MRS, 8 BN
BRI EERRE,

FE TR

FRoG38 R b e T iR, ST L, 18 )E 32k

SHE

BE.FE.5m 0L, KB, 2. 2 . AEARRE
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B,EE . ERNAER, ME, RIENEE, B EMER.

S,

fir &, B mERD, A&, R,

B} i)

Bt 2|, B B B (E] 0 R B EE , B R .
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Topic A-1

Topic Area: City Life
Topic: City Traffic

Part 1 {5 minutes)
Examiner :

Good moming (Good aftemoon), evenbody. Cuuld you
please tell me your name and the number of your admission
ticket? Your name, please. And your hurber? ... Your

Now would you please briefly introduce yourselves to each
other? Remember, you should not mention the name of your
university. (1.5 minutes)
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Ok, now that we know each other we can do some group work.
The topic area for our groun work is City Life. | should remind
you that Chinese should not be spoken auring the test. First of
all, 1"d like you to say something about your life in the city.

[C1 or C2 or C3] [Start preferably with the one who performs
best in the introduction part],

(1) How do you like living in Beijing (Shanghai, Nanjing .. . )?

(2) What do you think is the most serious challenge of living in a
city like Beiljing (Shanghai, Nanjing ... )?

(3) How do you like shopping in a supermanrket?

{4) Where would you like to live, downtown or in the suburbs,
and why?

(5) whnat measures do you think we should take to reduce air pol-
Iution in Beijing (Shanghai, Nenjing . .. )7 _

{6) Can you say something about the entertainment available in
your city?

(7) where would you like to find a job after graduation, in a big
city like Beling or Shanghal or in a smail town and why?

{8) what’ s your impression of the pecple In Beijing (Shanghai,
Nanjing . .. }? /How do you like the peopie in Beljing { Shang-
hail, Nenjing ...)7

Thank you very miuch,
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Part 2 (10 minutes)
Examiner :

Now let’ s mave on to something more specific. The topic
for our discussion today is City Traffic. You™ Il have a pic-
ture (some pictures) showing two different types of trans-
port. 1'd like each of you to give a brief description of eacn
type and then compare the two types. You' Il have one
minute to prepare and each of you will have one and a half
minutes to talk about the picture(s). Don’t worry If | inter-
rupt you at the end of the time limit. Now here ane your pic-
tures,

[1 minute later]

Now, [C1], would you please start first? [€2] and (€3],
please put your pictures asice and listen to what [C1] has
to say.

[1.5 minutes later] OK. [€2], now it’s your tum

(1.5 minutes later] OK. [C3], and now it’s your tumn.
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Right. Now we all have some idea of the various kinds of City
tranaport. 17a ke you 1o discuss this topic further and see if
YOU Can agree on which s the best type of transpart for a big
City like Beijing {Shanghai, Nanjing . . . ). During the discussion
YOU may argue with each other or ask each other questions to
Clarify @ point. You wili have about four and a half minutes for
the discussion. Your perfarmance will be judged according to
your contribution to the discussion. Don’ t worry about the
time. 'l remind you when time runs out.

[ If one candidate keeps talking for too Iong)
Sorry, 'l have to stop you. Let’s listen to what
[C?] has to say.

[If one candidate keeps sitent for a long time] OR
[If the group keep silent for some time, choose one of the
three candidates to start the discussion, )

Now, [C?1, could you please say something about, your view of
.7

[4.5 minutes \ater]
Alf right, that’s the end of the discussion.
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Part 3 {5 minutes)

Examiner :

Now I’d like to ask you just one last question on the topic of
City Traffic.

[Select a question from the following list to ask each of the
candidates. ]

(c1, 2, C3]

(1) Ouring the discussion, why did you say that. ... 7

{2} Wnat kind of transport do you usually use in your City?

(3} Do you have any suggestions as to how traffic conditions
can be imporoved in big clties?

{4) Do vou think private cars should be encouraged?

(5) why b you think some Western countries encourage peo-
ple to ride bicycles?

MNow, that's the end of the test. Thank you, everybody.
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2. IELTS REE#%ENH

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS)
examination can be taken in over 100 different countries in the
world. It is primarily designed to assess the readiness of candidates
to study or train in further or higher education courses held in
English at college or university.

The examination takes 2 hours and 35 minutes to complete,
and consists of four Sub-Tests in the skills of listening, reading,
writing and speaking.

You will be given a mark between 0 and 9 for each of the 4
Sub-Tests (no half marks in the writing and speaking Sub-Tests).
As far as speaking Sub-Test is concerned, if you score 6, you are
supposed to have passed the test.

The Speaking Sub-Test takes between 10 and 15 minutes.

In some test centres you may have to complete a resume be-

fore your interview.

SAMPLE CV (CURRICULUM
VITAE OR RESUME) FORM

Family name:

Given name;

iNatlonality:

Frst Language:

Other Languages:

Years of English Study:

English Language Courses:

Ed.cational Background and Qualifications:
Educational Background and Qualifications:
Frofessional Work Experience:
Other Work, Experience.
Reasons for Taking the IELTS Test:;
Intended Course of Stucdy:
Other Future Plans:

Hotbles and Interests.
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The Speaking Sub-Test consists of an interview with a trained
examiner, and is recorded on a tape recorder.

There are five phases in the Speaking Sub-Test: Introduction,
Extended Discourse, Elicitation, Speculation and Attitude, and
Conclusion.

PHASE 1 (1~2 minutes)
* Introduce yourself.
* Talk briefly about your life, study or work and your in-
terests and hobbies.

* Answer questions why you are taking the test, etc.

Requirements
* Be prepared and try to relax.

Be willing to talk and be positive.
* Answer guestions simply, but in detail.

[eave a good impression on the examiner.

* Pronounce every word clearly and accurately.

Use body language, if necessary.

Warnings

* Do not tell the examiner that you are nervous.

* Do not cut the examiner short.

* Do not answer questions with only one word or one short
sentence.

* Do not correct yourself too frequently.
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Suggested expressions

Good morning/afterncon!

Pleased to meet you.

What exactly would you like to know?

As you can see from my CV ...

Perhaps I can begin by telling you about . ..
Recently, 1 have been studying/working at ...
I’ ve been studying English for ... years.

The reason I’ m taking the test is that . . .

At the moment | am studying/working at . . .

PHASE 2 (3—4 minutes)

* Talk in more detail about a subject chosen by the examin-
er, such as your culture, your home town or the city
where you live,

» Answer questions based on the information you wrote in

your resume before the interview.

Requirements
» Talk at some length about a given topic without much help

from the examiner.

* Present your opinion, or give a formal, objective point of
View.

« Explain, describe or narrate what is happening or has hap-
pened regarding the topic.

+ Show that you are willing to discuss the topic. If you
know little about it, just talk round it.
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Warnings

* Do not say that you cannot talk about the topic, or that
you have never thought about it.

* Do not worry if you don’t quite understand the topic. Ask
the examiner to repeat it.

* Do not digress, at least do not go too far a way from the
topic.

* Do not wait for questions. Show that you are capable of
discussing the topic and are very much interested in it.

Topics for practice
Marriage ritual or wedding ceremony
City life
Travel by air

Pollution

Education systems

Family life

Leisure interests

Tourism

Style of architecture in the candidate’s country
Income, distribution of wealth and poverty

The teaching of science/arts/language in schools
Festivals

Suggested expressions
Could you please rephrase the topic?

I’ m not exactly sure what you mean . . .
I"m sorry, but I don’t know much about . . .
Well, 1t might be possible that ...
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Let me see. Well, I suppose that . ..

That’s an interesting question . . .

I think there are three reasons, first ..., second ..., and
third . ..

In my mind, there are different ways of logking at the prob-
lem.

Maybe I can tell you something about my personal experi-

ence, which may answer your question.

PHASE 3 (3~a minutes)
* Show the examiner that you are capable of finding out in-
formation.
* Usually you will be given a card which describes a given
situation, or a role-play, you will be asked to gather infor-
mation, or solve a particular problem.

Requirements
* Understand what the situation is and what you have to find

out.

» Take charge of the role-play and use the questions that you
form to find out as much as you can about the situation
and, perhaps solve a particular problem.

* Ask some questions from those given on a card and, if pos-

sible, ask some of your own choice.

Warnings
* Do not pretend you understand the situation or your role if
actually.you don’t. Ask the examiner to tell you again.

a
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« Do not simply take the topics on the card to form ques-
tions. Try to form questions naturally.
* Do not ask personal questions of the examiner unless you

arc required to do so.

Sampie role-play

HIRING A BICYCLE
You are interested in hiring a bicycle for a few days. Your
examiner is in charge of a shop that lets bicycles.
Find out some information on hiring bicycles.

Find out about:
the cost of hiring bicycies,
extra equipment available,
what to do if the bicycle is stolen or tost,
neurance,
safety advice,
interesting cycle trips.

PHASE 4 (3~4 minutes)

* Talk about your plan for the future, and talk in some de-
tail about a particular aspect of your future.

Requirements
* Talk at some length about your future plans, usually about

your work or study goals.

* Provide as much as you can about some aspects of your fu-
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ture.
* Speculate on what may or may not happen in the future
and indicate your attitude to various outcomes.

* Try to express complex ideas in simple language.

Warnings

* Do not just talk about your future plan in general. Try to
elaborate it.

* Do not get surprised if the examiner asks you questions as
you talk.

* Do not overuse the word “will”. Try to use different ways

of expressing future in English.

Topics for practices
Marriage and children
Boy/gtrl friend
Hobbies
Travelling abroad

Joining a club

Write a book

Get fit

Sports to take up

Do a computer course

Be engaged in an engineering project

Suqggested expressions
My short-term plan is . . .

I am preparing right now to go . ..

I'm certain | will/am going to/intend to /am thinking of /
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hope to . ..
"1l (most ) probably/possibly do . ..
I (most) probably/possibly won’t do . ..
Perhaps I’1] even .
I’m not sure if I'11 ..., but ...
I probably won't ..., butifldoI'll ...
[’ ve got a good chance of doing . . .
Definitely I won’t ...

PHASE 5 (1 minute)

* The interview is closed and the Speaking Sub-Test is com-
pleted.

* Say thanks to the examiner and say farewell before you

leave the room.

Requirements
* Thank the examiner for his/her time and say good-bye.

Warnings
* Do not tell the examiner how relieved you are the test is
over,
* Do not be over-friendly with your examiner. Just smile
and leave the room.
* Do not ask the examiner for your score. The examiner is

unable to give you any information.



g A 191

3. Job interview REFH

Nowadays, 1f you want to find a job in a sole-funded enter-
prise or a joint venture, you need to have an interview before you
get the job. Usually, the interviewer will assess the interviewee’s
spoken language proficiency, including accuracy and fluency. In
other words, the interviewee, on the one hand, is required to
speak with clear pronunciation and good intonation, to use words
appropriately and to express himself correctly in grammar; and on
the other hand, he should be able to give quick response to the
questions asked and speak in fluent English.

1 . The interview generally involves
two phases WiXHANE

Phase One—greetings for warming-up, self-introduction, hob-
bies and interests.

Phase Two—Specific questions about the applicant’ s education-
al background, work experience, previous em-
ployer, salary demanded, etc.

To succeed in an interview, as an interviewee, you should

know:
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WHAT TO DO WHAT NOT TO DO
familiarize yourself with com- say that you are nervous.
moN expressions for grestings be overfriendly with the inter-
and warming-up (Please refer viewer.
to STEP TWO of this book). recite the prepared answers.

respond quickly and naturally.

cease talking, showing that,

+ Soeak truly. you are at a loss.
+ ask the interviewer to repeat | + show that you are reserved

if you didn’ t catch the cues- and sllent.

tion first. * be dessed casually or
+ show that you are easy-going POMPOoUSy.

and cooperative. * leave abruptly without thank-

* be dressed neatly end formalty. Ing the interviewer,
= say “thank you” when the in-

terview ends.

A job interview benefits both the interviewer and the intervie-
wee. To the former, he can know the applicant’s general appear-
ance, manners, character, background, ability to speak, etc. ;
while to the latter, he can have a chance to show his competence
and confidence, to know the conditions of the work and the salary
for the position.

Since job interview is an efficient, convenient and necessary
way for the recruitment of staff, it is widely used by the personnel
departments of corporations and business enterprises.

The following is an example.

Situation: A big sole-funded firm needs a person who can do engi-
neering job. Li Ming applies for the job. He has an in-
terview with the manager of the personnel office.

(Enters Li Ming. )
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Interviewee:
Interviewer:
Interviewee:
Interviewer:
Interviewee:
Interviewer:

Interviewee:

Interviewer:

Interviewee:

Interviewer:

Interviewee:

Interviewer:

Good morning, sir.

Hello, Mr. Li Ming. Am I right?

Yes, I arm Li Ming.

Please be seated.

Thank you. {Sits down. )

It’s fine today, isn’t it?

So it is. Actually we’ ve been expecting fine weather
for a couple of weeks. 1 don’t like rainy or cloudy
days. Well, I'm so glad.it’s fine now.

Yes, I like sunny days, too. Well, Mr. Li, to begin
with, would you please briefly introduce yourself to
me and to my colleagues?

With pleasure. 1 graduated from Qinghua Universitv
in 1994 and my major is electronics and information
control. I’ m now working in Siemens Corporation as
an engineer. For details, I think you can find the in-
formation in my resume.

Good, Mr. Li, very good. Qinghua University is the
most famous in China and Siemens is a world-famous
firm. Well. I’ m interested in what makes you think of
job-hopping?

That’s 1" ve expected you’ d ask me. You know, I
have been doing quite a good job in Siemens and, er, |
should say I'm quite satisfied with the working condi-
tions there. But, you see, the problem is my office is
too far away from my home. 1 have to travel a long
distance from east to west every day.

I see. It’s really inconvenient, especially during the

rush hours as traffic is often jammed. Ah, yes, I now
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Interviewee:

Interviewer:

Interviewee:

Interviewer:

Interviewee:
Interviewer:

Interviewee:

Interviewer:

know why you hate rainy weather.

Right. And I believe your company is also a big one
with all modern facilities. Besides, I heard that you
provide good welfare to the staff, which sounds tempt-
ing. But this is 2 minor point. The most important
peint is my home and the hospital where my wife
works are in the vicinity of your company.

OK. T think I understand you now. We are badly in
need of an engineer. 1’ ve read your resume and per-
sonally I think you are the right man, but, you know,
I"1l have to consult my supervisor. We'll let you know
the final decision as soon as possible. By the way, Mr.
Li, what are your hobbies?

Reading and watching football games.

Yeh, it seems football is made for men. 1 enjoy foot-
ball games, too. Well, one more question. What
salary do you demand every month?

The same as | get in Siemens.

Good, Mr. Li. That's the end of our interview.
Thank you for your time and consideration. See you a-
gain. Bye!

Bye!
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I . Reference range finder

6 Excellent: Cne a par with an educated native speaker. Com-
pletely at ease in his use of English on all topics discussed.

3 Very good: Although he camnot be mistaken for a native speak-
er, he expresses himself quite clearty. He experiences little dif-
ficulty in understanding English, and there is ne strain at all in
oommunicating with him.

4 Satisfactory verbal commumication causing little difficulty for
native speakers. He makes a limited number of ernars of gram-
mar, lexis and pronunciation put he is still at ease in communi-
cating on everyday sujects. He may have to comect himself
and re-pattern his utterance on occasions, but there is little
difficulty in under standing him.

3 Although verbal communication is usually fairly satisfactory, the
native gpesker may occasionally experience some difficulty in
oommunicating with him. Repetition, re-phrasing and re-pattem-
iNg Is sometimes necessary; ondinary native speakers might, fing
it difficult to communicate.

2 Much difflculty experienced by native speakers unaccustomed to
“foreign” English. His own understanding is severely limited, but
COmMUNICatIon on everyday topics Is possible. Large number of
errors Of phonology, grammer and lexis.

1 Extreme difficulty in communication on any subject. Failure to
understand adecuately and to make himself understood.




